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Vermont FSA Newsletter  -  April 11, 2024  

In This Issue: 

• Dates to Remember 
• Note from the State Executive Director 
• Farmers.gov Local Dashboard Now Available for Producers in all 50 States 
• Making Farm Reconstitutions 
• USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and Improve Property 
• All Vermont Counties Eligible for Emergency Loans 
• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish 

Program (ELAP) 

 

Dates to Remember 
04/29/2024 Dairy Margin Coverage Application Deadline 

05/13/2024 
Deadline for Applying for an Emergency Loan 
Due to Flash Flooding and Excessive Rain from 
07/01/2023 Onward. 

  
  

Note from the State Executive Director 
As I write this it is snowing steadily but all will change shortly and in three or 
four days it will be gone. Additionally, we are four days from a total eclipse 
passing over Vermont and on the verge of being inundated by tourists. A 
rare occurrence and it will be interesting to see how domestic livestock and 
wildlife react, if at all, to it going dark, for a few minutes. 

We are on the cusp of starting field work, although it is very wet right now so 
that may be further off. The manure spreading ban in Vermont came to an 
end on April 1st. Though I imagine many fields are too saturated to go on. 

Dairy farmers have until April 29th, to sign up for the DMC program this year. Payments will be 
backdated to January 1st.  

We all wait with eager anticipation to see what this year will bring. As we move into the spring 
field rush, I wish all producers the very best season. Do not hesitate to check with your FSA 
county office for information on our programs. 

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/393e607
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdairy-margin-coverage-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cmorgan.sanders%40usda.gov%7C4f4bf6e3ff524ba06aeb08dc5a3bc9e4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638484460038565181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vYUfwDjHFlnTJrycad%2BN7H5NxDfdlcKAw%2BXA81mTo7A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Femergency_disaster_designation_declaration_process-factsheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cmorgan.sanders%40usda.gov%7C4f4bf6e3ff524ba06aeb08dc5a3bc9e4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638484460038575541%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2GD2PLIo%2FKcPQNiXF3wLPahkdNVgV64cK6fCL1uvjC8%3D&reserved=0


Farmers.gov Local Dashboard Now Available for 
Producers in all 50 States 

Farmers in all 50 states can now access county specific farming 
data and USDA resources all in one place via the new 
farmers.gov local dashboard. Your farmers.gov local dashboard 
includes farming data and USDA resources including USDA 
news, commodity pricing, weather forecasts, historical climate 
data, past storm events, USDA service center locator and 
additional state resources for your state and county. The 
dashboard transforms complex data sets into easy-to-read 

charts and graphs to help you quickly find information that matters to you. 
 

Making Farm Reconstitutions 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. 
The reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land 
based on the farming operation. 

To be effective for the current fiscal year, farm combinations and farm divisions must be 
requested by August 1 of the fiscal year for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program. A reconstitution is considered to be 
requested when all of the required signatures are on FSA-155 and all other applicable 
documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted. 

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at 
any time.  

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon: 

• Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm 
among heirs in settling an estate 

• Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold 
or ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm 
ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership 
is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is 
transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method, the land sold must 
have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and 
seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding 

• DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP 
cropland for each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract 

• Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining 
the bases attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 For questions on your farm reconstitution, contact your County USDA Service Center. 

 

https://www.farmers.gov/dashboard?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase 
Farmland and Improve Property 
Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and 
improve property. These microloans are especially helpful to 
beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a 
career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized 
farming operations. Microloans have helped farmers and 
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living 
expenses since 2013. 

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can 
be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your County USDA Service Center 
or visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

 

All Vermont Counties Eligible for Emergency 
Loans 
All Vermont counties were declared a primary disaster county due to excessive rain and flash 
flooding that occurred from July 1st, 2023 and continuing. Under secretarial designation 
S5541, if you have operations in any primary or contiguous county, you are eligible to apply 
for low interest emergency loans. Applications under this disaster declaration are being 
accepted up until May 13, 2024.  

Emergency loans help you recover from production and physical losses due to drought, 
flooding and other natural disasters or quarantine. 

You have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan 
assistance. FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the 
extent of losses, security available and repayment ability. You can borrow up to 100 percent of 
actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000. 

For more information about emergency loans, contact your County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, 
and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fmicroloans%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cmorgan.sanders%40usda.gov%7C4f4bf6e3ff524ba06aeb08dc5a3bc9e4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638484460038582965%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qd2BcWds9RNj3g8DbxEOS%2BtgG5Xjs7ZkHXODfEwEtD0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cmorgan.sanders%40usda.gov%7C4f4bf6e3ff524ba06aeb08dc5a3bc9e4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638484460038589236%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=doOaWhqEb%2BB7crhgVO5SSixmSIgfYlXheZW1O5SiwNw%3D&reserved=0


ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, 
honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who have losses due 
to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as 
blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster 
assistance programs. 

  

Eligible losses include: 

• Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible 
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water and feed because of an 
eligible drought and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for 
cattle tick fever. 

• Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of 
additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather 
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event 
or loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

• Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of 
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 

If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 
2024, you must file a notice of loss and an application for payment by Jan. 30, 2025. 

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records 

Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to 
keep them updated. 

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve suffered 
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters. 

To participate in the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), you’ll be required to provide verifiable 
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must 
submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office no later than 60 calendar days after the end of 
the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred. For the Emergency Assistance 
for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP), you must submit a notice of 
loss to your local FSA office no later than the annual program application deadline of January 
30 following the program year in which the loss occurred and should maintain documentation 
and receipts. 

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts. 

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your County USDA Service 
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
 

 

Vermont Farm Service Agency 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-indemnity%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cmorgan.sanders%40usda.gov%7C4f4bf6e3ff524ba06aeb08dc5a3bc9e4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638484460038595237%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1tJIa01uFnc0l1qX%2FAAPyRO8k7V6rw2%2B7r%2BjiuSGD2s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cmorgan.sanders%40usda.gov%7C4f4bf6e3ff524ba06aeb08dc5a3bc9e4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638484460038601393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=28mQS2%2BmJvKSgm7m525cXQ8RoG56DhnPSXDlRDgm%2Bgc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cmorgan.sanders%40usda.gov%7C4f4bf6e3ff524ba06aeb08dc5a3bc9e4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638484460038601393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=28mQS2%2BmJvKSgm7m525cXQ8RoG56DhnPSXDlRDgm%2Bgc%3D&reserved=0
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356 Mountain View Drive, Suite 104 
Colchester, VT 05446 

John Roberts, State Executive Director 
john.roberts2@usda.gov 

Phone: 802-658-2803 
Fax: 855-794-3676 

Addison County Office 

Avery Williams, County Executive Director 
802-771-3027 
avery.williams@usda.gov  

Mari Quesnel, Farm Loan Manager  
802-771-3039 
mari.quesnel@usda.gov 

Franklin/Grand Isle County Office 

Luc Dupuis, Acting County Executive Dir 
802-528-4161 
luc.dupuis@usda.gov 

Ryan Howrigan, District Director 
802-528-4160 
ryan.howrigan@usda.gov 

Caledonia/Essex County Office 

Patricia Matte, County Executive Director 
802-424-3146 
patricia.matte@usda.gov 

Rutland/Bennington County Office 

Avery Williams, Acting County Executive Dir 
802-775-8034 
avery.williams@usda.gov  

Chittenden/Washington County Office 

Lawrence Parker, County Executive Director 
802-497-5511 
lawrence.parker@usda.gov 

Windsor/Orange County Offices 

Courtney LeCuyer, County Executive Director 
802-369-3170 
courtney.lecuyer@usda.gov 

Lamoille/Orleans County Offices 

Heather Thomas, Executive Director 
Orleans: 802-624-7016 
Lamoille: 802-521-3002 (Tues.) 
heather.thomas1@usda.gov 

Angela Goodridge, Farm Loan Manager 
802-624-7003 
angela.goodridge@usda.gov 

Windham County Office 

Courtney LeCuyer, County Executive Director 
802-369-3170 
courtney.lecuyer@usda.gov 

  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of 
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Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 
(Relay voice users). 
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