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Livestock Producers Urged to Enroll in Disaster 
Assistance Program by Oct. 1 
Producers who have suffered eligible disaster-related losses are encouraged to act to secure 
assistance by Sept. 30, 2014, as congressionally mandated payment reductions will take 
place for producers who have not acted before that date. Livestock producers that have 
experienced grazing losses since October 2011 and may be eligible for benefits but have not 
yet contacted their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office should do so as soon as possible.  

The Budget Control Act passed by Congress in 2011 requires USDA to implement reductions 
of 7.3 percent to the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) in the new fiscal year, which 
begins Oct. 1, 2014. However, producers seeking LFP support who have scheduled 
appointments with their local FSA office before Oct. 1, even if the appointment occurs after 
Oct.1, will not see reductions in the amount of disaster relief they receive.  

USDA is encouraging producers to register, request an appointment or begin a Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program application with their county FSA office before Oct. 1, 2014, to lock 
in the current zero percent sequestration rate. As an additional aid to qualified producers 
applying for LFP, the Farm Service's Agency has developed an online registration that enables 
farmers and ranchers to put their names on an electronic list before the deadline to avoid 
reductions in their disaster assistance. This is an alternative to visiting or contacting the county 
office. To place a name on the Livestock Forage Disaster Program list online, visit 
31TUhttp://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster-registerU31T.  

Producers who already contacted the county office and have an appointment scheduled need 
do nothing more.  

The Livestock Indemnity Program, the Tree Assistance Program and the Noninsured Disaster 
Assistance Program Frost Freeze payments will also be cut by 7.3 percent on Oct. 1, 2014. 
Unlike the Livestock Forage Disaster Program, applications for these programs must be fully 
completed by Sept. 30. FSA offices will prioritize these applications, but as the full application 
process can take several days or more to complete, producers are encouraged to begin the 
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application process as soon as possible.  

The Livestock Forage Disaster Program compensates eligible livestock producers who 
suffered grazing losses due to drought or fire between Oct. 1, 2011 and Dec. 31, 2014. 
Eligible livestock includes alpacas, beef cattle, buffalo, beefalo, dairy cattle, deer, elk, emus, 
equine, goats, llamas, poultry, reindeer, sheep or swine that have been or would have been 
grazing the eligible grazing land or pastureland. Producers forced to liquidate their livestock 
may also be eligible for program benefits.  

Additionally, the 2014 Farm Bill eliminated the risk management purchase requirement. 
Livestock producers are no longer required to purchase coverage under the federal crop 
insurance program or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program to be eligible for 
Livestock Forage Disaster Program assistance.  

To learn more about USDA disaster relief program, producers can review the 2014 Farm Bill 
fact sheet at 31TUwww.fsa.usda.gov/farmbillU31T, the LFP program fact sheet, 31TUhttp://go.usa.gov/5JTkU31T, 
or contact their 31TUlocal FSA officeU31T.  

 

USDA Farm Service Agency Reminds Producers: 
Farm Bill Allows Early Termination for Certain CRP 
Contracts  
USDA Alabama Farm Service Agency reminds producers that as of Aug. 6, producers with 
acres under contract through the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) can apply for early 
contract termination, as required by the 2014 Farm Bill.  The deadline to request early CRP 
contract termination is Jan. 30, 2015.   

The effective date for early termination is no earlier than October 1, 2014.  The CRP contract 
must have been in effect for at least five years and other conditions must be met.  The 2014 
Farm Bill identifies 10 exceptions whereby land will not be eligible for the early-out 
provisions.  For a complete list of these exceptions, please view the program fact sheet online 
at 31TUhttp://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/crp_opt_out_fact_sht.pdfU31T  

Once a CRP contract termination request is approved by the FSA County Committee, the 
decision cannot be reversed and the contract cannot be reinstated. Producers must meet 
conservation compliance provisions for all land that will be returned to production.  

For more information on or to determine eligibility for early termination of existing CRP 
contracts, please contact your local FSA office.  For local FSA Service Center contact 
information, please visit: 31TUhttp://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/appU31T.  

 

 

Cotton Transition Assistance Program Enrollment is Underway 
Farmers can enroll in the Cotton Transition Assistance Program (CTAP) through Oct. 7, 2014. The enrollment period opened on 
Aug. 11, 2014.    

The program, created by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides interim payments to cotton producers during the 2014 crop year until the 
Stacked Income Protection Plan (STAX), a new insurance product also created by the legislation, is available. Details on the 
plan will be released by early fall.    

CTAP applications approved before Oct. 1, are subject to congressionally mandated automatic reductions of 7.2 percent for the 
2014 crop year. Applications approved after Oct. 1 will be reduced by the required 7.3 percent for the 2015 crop year. The 
Budget Control Act of 2011 requires USDA to implement these reductions to program payments.    

For more information about CTAP, visit a local FSA office or go online to 31TUwww.fsa.usda.govU31T.  
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Filing for NAP Losses 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by any producer 
with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered 
by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in 
the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.  

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final planting date for 
the crop.   

 

Livestock Disaster Assistance Sign-up Underway 
Livestock disaster program enrollment opened on April 15, 2014. These disaster programs are authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill 
as permanent programs and provide retroactive authority to cover losses that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011.  

Eligible producers can sign-up for the following livestock disaster assistance programs:  

ULivestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP):  
ULFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered grazing losses due to drought on privately owned 
or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. Eligible producers must physically be located in a county affected by a 
qualifying drought during the normal grazing period for the county. Producers who suffered eligible grazing losses should submit 
a completed CCC-853 and supporting documentation by January 30, 2015.  

ULivestock Indemnity Program (LIP):  
ULIP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality 
due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. 
Producers who suffered livestock death losses should submit a notice of loss and an application for payment to their local FSA 
office by January 30, 2015.  

UEmergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP): 
UThe enrollment deadline for the 2014 Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
is Nov. 1, 2014. The deadline for 2012 and 2013 ELAP has already passed.  

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish that have losses due to 
disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires. ELAP assistance is provided for losses not 
covered by LFP and LIP. For 2014 program year losses, the notice of loss and an application for payment must be submitted by 
November 1, 2014.  

For more information, producers can review the LFP, LIP and ELAP Fact Sheets on the 31TUFarm Bill webpageU31T. Producers are 
encouraged to make an appointment with their local FSA office to apply for these programs.  

 

Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-producing projects in connection 
with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organization 
advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. 
The maximum loan amount is $5000.  

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:  

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien  

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age  
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined above  
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and assistance from a project 

advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.  
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Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.  

 

Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production.  Loans are 
available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding for members of 
socially disadvantaged applicants.   

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice 
because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, 
Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.  

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the needed credit 
elsewhere 

 

Save Time – Make an Appointment with FSA 
As we roll out the Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, there will be related sign-ups and in some cases multiple 
management decisions that need to be made by you, the producer, in consult with FSA staff.  To insure maximum use of your 
time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your important business needs, please call our office ahead of your 
visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that you may need to have with you when you arrive for 
your appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: 31TUhttp://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/appU31T .  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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