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USDA Farm Service Agency County 
Committee Elections Began Monday, Nov. 3 
USDA encourages farmers and ranchers to make their voices heard by 
voting in the upcoming Farm Service Agency (FSA) County Committee 
elections. Beginning Monday, Nov. 3, 2014, USDA will mail ballots for the 
2014 elections to eligible producers across the country. Producers must 
return ballots to their local FSA offices by the Dec. 1, 2014, deadline to 
ensure that their vote is counted.    

FSA County Committee members provide an important link between the 
local agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to 
county committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying 
their knowledge and judgment to make decisions on commodity support 
programs; conservation programs; indemnity and disaster programs; 
emergency programs and eligibility. County committees operate within 
official regulations designed to carry out federal laws.    

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or 
cooperate in an FSA program. A person who is not of legal voting age, but 
supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm may 
also be eligible to vote.    

Eligible voters who do not receive ballots in the coming week may pick 
one up at their local USDA Service Center or FSA office. The deadline to 
submit ballots is Dec. 1, 2014. Ballots returned by mail must be 
postmarked no later than Dec. 1, 2014. Newly elected committee 
members and their alternates will take office Jan. 1, 2015. 

More information on county committees, such as the new 2014 fact sheet 
and brochures, can be found on the FSA website at 
Uwww.fsa.usda.gov/electionsU.  You may also contact your local USDA 
Service Center or FSA office.  Visit Uhttp://go.usa.gov/pYV3U to find an FSA 
office near you. 
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USDA Extends Dairy Margin Protection 
Program Deadlines 
Enrollment Continues Through Dec. 5; Comments Accepted Until Dec. 15  

USDA is extending the deadlines for the dairy Margin Protection Program. 
Farmers now have until Dec. 5, 2014, to enroll in the voluntary program, 
established by the 2014 Farm Bill. The program provides financial 
assistance to participating farmers when the margin – the difference 
between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below the coverage level 
selected by the farmer.   

Producers are encouraged to use the online Web resource at 
Uwww.fsa.usda.gov/mpptoolU to calculate the best levels of coverage for 
their dairy operation. The secure website can be accessed via computer, 
smartphone or tablet.  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) also extended the opportunity 
for public comments on both the Margin Protection Program and the Dairy 
Product Donation Program until Dec. 15, 2014.  

Comments can be submitted to USDA via the regulations.gov website at 
Uhttp://go.usa.gov/GJSAU.  

 

 
USDA Releases New State-by-State "Made in Rural America" 
Report 
As part of the US Department of Agriculture's (USDA) commitment to strengthening rural economies, 
Secretary Tom Vilsack announced a new state-by-state "Made in Rural America" report illustrating the 
impact of USDA investments in rural communities. Each state factsheet highlights specific USDA 
investments in rural businesses, manufacturing, energy, water and other infrastructure development. 
They also outline how USDA is helping rural communities attract businesses and families by investing 
in housing and broadband.  

These fact sheets reflect Secretary Vilsack's efforts to strengthen the "four pillars" of a new economy in 
rural America: developing a robust bio-based economy; promoting exports and production agriculture 
fueled by increased productivity and research; encouraging conservation including land management, 
stewardship and outdoor recreational opportunities; and building a strong local and regional food 
system to harness entrepreneurial innovation and help small and medium-sized family farms succeed 
in rural America.  
 
The report's state by state fact sheets are available at Uwww.usda.gov/opportunitiesU.  

 
Report 2015 Perennial Forage Crops by November 15, 2014 
All producers are reminded that the final acreage reporting date for perennial forage crops is Nov. 15, 
2014.  This applies to apiculture, PRF (pasture, rangeland, and forage) insured crops, and permanent 
grasses, including, but not limited to Bahia, Bermuda, Dallas, and Fescue.  
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USDA Enhances Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has expanded the Farm Storage and Facility Loan 
program, which provides low-interest financing to producers.  The enhanced program includes 22 new 
categories of eligible equipment for fruit and vegetable producers.  

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now 
have access to needed capital for a variety of supplies including sorting bins, wash stations and other 
food safety-related equipment.  A new more flexible alternative is also provided for determining storage 
needs for fruit and vegetable producers, and waivers are available on a case-by-case basis for disaster 
assistance or insurance coverage if available products are not relevant or feasible for a particular 
producer.    

Additionally, Farm Storage Facility Loan security requirements have been eased for loans up to 
$100,000.  Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000 and any loan with little resale value required a 
promissory note/security agreement and additional security, such as a lien on real estate.  Now loans 
up to $50,000 can be secured by only a promissory note/security agreement and some loans between 
$50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require additional security.  

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store 
commodities.  Eligible commodities include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, hay, honey, 
renewable biomass commodities, fruits and vegetables.  Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay 
barns and cold storage facilities for fruits and vegetables.  

Contact your local FSA office or visit Uwww.fsa.usda.govU for more about FSA programs and loans, 
including the Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.  

 
USDA Expands Access to Credit to Help More Beginning and 
Family Farmers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced improvements to farm loan programs by 
expanding eligibility and increasing lending limits to help more beginning and family farmers. As part of 
this effort, USDA is raising the borrowing limit for the microloan program from $35,000 to $50,000; 
simplify the lending processes; updating required “farming experience” to include other valuable 
experiences; and expanding eligible business entities to reflect changes in the way family farms are 
owned and operated. The changes become effective Nov. 7.  

The microloan changes will allow beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional 
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans are 
part of USDA’s continued commitment to Usmall and midsized farming operationsU.  

In addition to farm related experience, other types of skills may be considered to meet the direct 
farming experience required for farm loan eligibility such as operation or management of a non-farm 
business, leadership positions while serving in the military, or advanced education in an agricultural 
field. Also, individuals who own farmland under a different legal entity operating the farm now may be 
eligible for loans administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). Producers will have an 
opportunity to share suggestions on the microloan process, and the definitions of farming experience 
and business structures through Dec. 8, 2014, the public open comment period.  

FSA is also publishing a Federal Register notice to solicit ideas from the public for pilot projects to help 
increase the efficiency and effectiveness of farm loan programs. Comments and ideas regarding 
potential pilot projects will be accepted through Nov. 7, 2014.  
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For more information on farm loans, please visit Uwww.fsa.usda.govU or contact your local Farm Service 
Agency office.  

 
Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production.  Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority 
funding for members of socially disadvantaged applicants.   

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his 
or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, American 
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.  

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to 
obtain the needed credit elsewhere.  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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