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A Message From the State Director
don.todd@me.usda.gov

The New Year is almost upon us. I want to wish each and every one of you the best for the holidays. It has
been another challenging year for FSA --- with more challenges to come, but we are still here and we are still
serving the farmers of Maine in a professional manner. I am sure you all have some very
frustrating days, but I trust that you all still love what you do as much as I. Now that I
am comfortable that you are going to have to put up with me for another four years, I
want everyone to know how sincerely honored I am to work for the agricultural com-
munity and with all of my fellow FSA employees. Yes we have challenges but from what
I can see that is the norm everywhere today. I am confident that USDA and all of Amer-
ica will work our way out of debt---and continue to lead the world as the leaders we are.
That is because we the American people will make that happen. The desire to work hard
and do good work is what made all of us strong and productive.

2013 Maine Agricultural Trades Show
January 8 through January 10, 2013, Augusta, Maine

At this years Ag Trade Show there will be a new voice in town, the Beginning Farmer Resource Network of
Maine (BFRN). Since last July a group of farm service providers created the BFRN in an effort to address
concerns voiced by beginning farmers regarding the availability and location of services. The group’s goal is
to address all issues that a beginning farmer may encounter when starting and/or expanding a farming oper-
ation. The BFRN anticipates that other providers will join as the group moves forward with this effort.

A newly developed webpage, organized by subject matter, i.e. financial, legal, technical etc., will be presented
at the trade show in January. A plan is in place to expand the web site in response to feedback received from
the Maine agricultural sector.

The BFRN will launch this effort by hosting both a hospitality room and a program room at the trade show.
Introductory sessions will be held in the program room and a list of topics to be covered will be posted at that
location. Members of BFRN will be available at the hospitality room to answer questions and receive feed-
back. FSA has been directly involved with this exciting new group and we look forward to assisting new and
beginning farmers with these challenges.

BRFN hopes those interested will take advantage of this educational opportunity and provide
feedback that will improve this service to meet the needs of the beginning farmer.

Augusta Civic Center on January 8—10, 2013. Admission is FREE!
Tuesday, January 8 9 am to 5 pm
Wednesday, January9 9 am to 8 pm

Thursday, January10 9 amto 3 pm



Help Grow Your Farm Future

Christmas Tree Harvest in Kennebec
County

In just a few months, America’s farmers and ranchers will
have the opportunity to make a positive impact on their com-
munities by taking part in the Census of Agriculture. Conduct-
ed every five years by USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics
Service (NASS), the Census captures a complete count of all
U.S. farms, ranches and those who operate them.

Census data is used by all those who serve farmers and rural
communities from federal, state and local governments to
agribusinesses and trade associations. Companies and cooper-
atives can use the information to determine the locations of
facilities that will serve agricultural producers. Often legisla-
tors use the information when shaping farm policies and pro-
grams. .

As preparations continue for this year’s Census of Agriculture,
we call on farmers and ranchers to share their stories, ask
questions and talk to their fellow producers about this critical
effort. Your answers to the Census help grow your farm fu-
ture; shape farm programs; and boost services for you, your
community and your industry.

NASS will mail out Census forms in late December, and re-
sponses are due by February 4th, 2013. Producers also have
the option to complete their forms online. After all, the Census
is your voice, your future and your responsibility. For more
information about the Census, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or
call 1-888-4AG-STAT (1-888-424-7828).

For more information, visit
www.agcensus.usda.gov. The Census of Agriculture
is your voice, your future, your responsibility.

IRS 1099 Changes

Calendar year 2012 has brought changes to the way FSA reports
farm program payments to the producer and to the IRS.

In past years, IRS Forms 1099-G would be issued to show all
program payments received from the Farm Service Agency, re-
gardless of the amount.

Starting with calendar year 2012, producers whose total reporta-
ble payments from FSA are less than $600 will not receive IRS
Form 1099-G. Also, producers who receive payments from more
than one county will only receive one Form 1099-G if the total of
all payments from all counties is $600 or more.

The same changes will apply to those who normally receive IRS
Form 1099-MISC from FSA.

As early as mid-November, chainsaws can be heard at local
Christmas tree farms. Like most counties, Kennebec County has
a mix of whole sale Christmas tree opera-

tions and choose and cut operations.

Whole sale operations will start early to

ensure Christmas stands across the com-

munity will be stocked and ready to open

the day after Thanksgiving. Harvest will

last 4-6 weeks. Some growers have trees shipped out of State.
Trees are usually bailed by mesh or twine. This compacts the
tree to assist with shipping and it also protects the tree from
damage.

Christmas trees are planted in the spring starting in late April.
It generally takes 7-10 years to reach market size. Seedlings are
4 blanted by hand or with a mechanized
planter. Many growers have stumps from
" the previous years’ harvest left in the
-~ field that prevents them from mechani-
 cal planting. The trees will need to be
... sheared every year. This helps the tree
grow faster and maintains the conical
shape that we all associate with Christmas trees.

Most trees you see locally are either Balsam or Frasier fir. Bal-
sam fir has a very aromatic smell that most folks associate with
Christmas trees. Frasier fir’s smell is less prominent. Frasier fir
trees are promoted to have superior needle retention though
Balsam will hold their needles as long as they are watered once
they are inside. You may even see some _
Concolor fir at local stands. Concolor’s
have longer needles with a blueish-
white hue and a citrus like smell. Both
Frasier and Concolor fir typically cost
more than a Balsam tree because they
take longer to produce and are more
challenging to produce a premium tree. Even Pine trees are sold
as Christmas trees. They are usually painted to a dark green
color.

The Kennebec County Farm Service Agency is located at 21 En-
terprise Drive, Suite 1 in Augusta. We serve the producers of
Kennebec, Knox and Lincoln counties.




Hispanic and Women Farmer and 2011 Supplemental Revenue Assis-
Rancher Claims Period tance Program Applications

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) will continue to accept
SURE applications for 2011 crop losses through June 7,
2013. The SURE Program provides payments to producers
when crop revenues are less than the crop guarantee. The
SURE Program payment is equal to 60 percent of the differ-
If you believe that the United States Department of Agriculture ence between the crop guarantee and revenue.

(USDA) improperly denied farm loan benefits to you between 1981
and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or because you are female, you
may be eligible to apply for compensation.

A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and women farm-
ers and ranchers who believe they were discriminated against
when seeking USDA farm loans has been established.

To determine the guarantee and revenue for the SURE Pro-
gram, all crops on all farms for a producer are included in
the calculation. Payments under the SURE Program are

For additional information on this and other settlement issues con- limited to $100,000.
tact: ..
To be eligible for the 2011 SURE Program, producers must
Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims Process: have crop insurance on all insurable crops. For crops that
are not covered by crop insurance such as pumpkins and
www.farmerclaims.gov or call 1-888-508-4429 cucumbers, producers must have purchased Non Insured

Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage through
FSA. The Crop Insurance and NAP purchase requirement is
waived for crops that are not economically significant to the
farming operation. In addition, the producer must have at
least one crop with a 10 percent production loss in order to
be eligible and be located in a county with a Secretarial des-
ignation, otherwise they need to have a 50 percent loss.

Claims period: September 24, 2012—March 25, 2013

Independent legal services companies will administer the claims
process and adjudicate the claims. Although there are no filing fees
to participate and a lawyer is not required to participate in the
claims process, persons seeking legal advice may contact a lawyer
or other legal services provider.

For more information concerning the 2011 SURE program
or other Farm Service Agency programs, contact your local
FSA office or visit the Farm Service Agency website at
www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/.

AFIDA

Special Accommodations

Any foreign person who acquires, transfers or holds any interest,

other than a security interest, in agricultural land in the United Reasonable accommodations will be made, upon request, for
States is required by law to report the transaction no later than 9o individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing
days after the date of the transaction. They must file Agricultural impairment to attend or participate in meetings or events
Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) reports with the FSA sponsored by the Farm Service Agency. If you require special
county office that maintains reports for the county where the land accommodations to attend or participate in one of our events,
is located. please call the FSA county office and we will be happy to make

any needed arrangements.
For AFIDA purposes, agricultural land is defined as any land used

for farming, ranching or timber production, if the tracts total 10

acres Or more. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file
. . . a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant
For more information regardlng. AFIDA and FSA pro-grams, con- Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary
tact the FSA office near you or visit the USDA Web site at http:// for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop
www.usda.gov. 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866)
632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642
(English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-
relay).



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/
http://www.usda.gov.
http://www.usda.gov
http://www.usda.gov

2013 Crop Deadlines

Crop Type NAP Application Deadline Acreage Reporting
(to purchase coverage) Deadline
2013 Fall Seeded Small Grains,
Perennial Forage crops September 30, 2012 December 15, 2012
including alfalfa/perennial grasses
Honey December 1, 2012 January 2, 2013
Maple Sap January 2, 2013 January 31, 2013
Fruit Trees/Perennial Crops
Apples, Blueberries, Cranberries, November 20, 2012 January 15, 2013
Raspberries, Strawberries
Spring Seeded Crops
Corn, Cucumbers, March 15, 2013 July 15, 2013
Carrots, Peas, Potatoes, Pumpkins, etc.
2013 Spring Forage Seeding March 15, 2013 August 15, 2013
2014 Value Loss Crops
Ornamental Nursery May 1, 2013 May 31, 2013
2014 Value Loss Crops
Aquaculture (Oysters), Turf Grass, September 1, 2013 September 30, 2013
Christmas Trees

Summary of FLP Activity for FY 12

7 Direct Operating Loans $ 254,620
0 Direct Operating Loans Pending $ 0
0 Guaranteed Operating Loans $ (0]
1 Direct Farm Ownership $ 185,000
4 Direct Farm Ownership Pending $ 710,000
3 Guaranteed Farm Ownership $ 1,291,788
0 Guaranteed Farm Ownership Pending $ 0]

Year-End Balance Sheet and Financial Information
Required

If you have a loan with the Farm Service Agency you will need
to complete a year-end balance sheet. You will receive a letter
from your local FSA office requesting that you complete a bal-
ance sheet as of 12/31/2012.

As you prepare to file your 2012 Income Tax Returns, please
remember you must provide this information for your Year-End
Analysis (YEA) also. This includes a copy of your income tax
returns along with income and expense records.

Selected Interest Rates for

December 2012

Farm Operating - Direct 1.125
Farm Ownership - Direct 3.125
Farm Ownership - Direct Down Payment,

o 1.50
Beginning Farmer or Rancher
Emergency 2.125
Farm Storage Facility—7 Year 1.125
Farm Storage Facility—10 Year 1.750
Farm Storage Facility—12 Year 1.875
9 Month Commodity Loan 1.125




