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NEWSLETT

Deputy Secretary of Agriculture Visits Maine

Deputy Secretary of Agriculture Kathleen Merrigan vis-
ited the Common Ground Fair on Sunday as a part of her
visit to Maine. While at the Fair, the Deputy Secretary
met with Leaders from four USDA Agencies (above) as
well as numerous Maine organic farmers and gardeners.

Merrigan discussed organic farming as well as the Know
Your Farmer, Know Your Food Initiative, which is part of
an important movement to connect consumers with the
Farmers who grow their food. For more information on
the Initiative, including case studies, resources and pro-
grams, and an interactive map of projects by state, visit
www.usda.gov/kyfcompass.

With an estimated 59,000 people attending over the
three days, the 2012 Common Ground Fair had the high-
est attendance in the Fair’s 35-year history including over
600 farms and businesses taking part. The Fair is organ-
ized by the Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Asso-
ciation.

USDA Leaders at the Common Ground Fair
(left to right): USDA Rural Development State
Director Virginia Manuel; Maine Congress-
woman Chellie Pingree; USDA Deputy Secre-
tary Kathleen Merrigan (holding vegetables
from State Office People’s Garden); USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service State
Conservationist Juan Hernandez; USDA Farm
Service State Executive Director Don Todd III;
and USDA National Agricultural Statistics
Service Director Gary Keough.

County Committee Elections

Be watching your mailbox for your official county office committee election ballot starting early next
month. Ballots will be mailed to all eligible voters starting on November 5, 2012. If, for some reason, you

don’t receive a ballot, feel free to notify the county FSA office.

Completed and signed ballots will be due back in the county office by the close of business on December 3,

2012.




Harvest Time in Aroostook County
By Doreen Conlogue, CED

Hispanic and Women Farmer and
Rancher Claims Period

You can smell it in the air.....potato
harvest in the County has a rich, dis-
tinct aroma. If you live here or have
visited the area during this time of
year you know exactly what I'm talk-
ing about.

Workers are up early tuning into
“Potato Pickers Special” On
WAGMTYV to find out what their start
time is. It’s not unusual to see har-
vesters crawling down through the
fields at 6:00 a.m. The harvester
crew quickly learns to dress in layers
as the frosty mornings often turn into
t-shirt weather by the early afternoon. Nowadays, most
aspects of potato harvest are mechanized so it’s rare to see
barrels lined up in the fields with pickers hunched over
filling their baskets. Sadly, those days are gone but chances
are, if you're a native of Aroostook
County and over the age of 35,
chances are you've picked potatoes
at some point in your life.

After a very wet June, followed by
an exceptionally dry summer; har-
vest has finally arrived. There are
approximately 50,000 acres of spuds grown in the County
these days and with the help of local school kids, farmers
will harvest the entire crop over a three to four week pe-
riod. Growers began digging their crop on September 17th
when many schools commenced their 3 week harvest break
and thanks to the fabulous
weather Mother Nature has pro-
vided thus far, everything is right
| on track. Most growers should
finish up by the middle of October
and the quality of the crop is excel-
lent.

Farm Service Agency has three offices located in Aroostook
County: 304 North Street in Houlton, 735 Main Street in
Presque Isle and 139 Market Street in Fort Kent or 207-764
-4151.

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced that Hispanic
and women farmers and ranchers who allege discrimination by
the USDA in past decades can file claims between September 24,
2012 and March 25, 2013.

The process offers a voluntary alternative to litigation for each
Hispanic or female farmer and rancher who can prove that USDA
denied their applications for loan or loan servicing assistance for
discriminatory reasons for certain time periods between 1981 and
2000.

As announced in February 2011, the voluntary claims process will
make available at least $1.33 billion for cash awards and tax relief
payments, plus up to $160 million in farm debt relief, to eligible
Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers. There are no filing
fees to participate in the program.

The Department will continue reaching out to potential Hispanic
and female claimants, around the country to get the word out to
individuals who may be eligible for this program so they have the
opportunity to participate.

Call center representatives can be reached at 1-888-508-4429.
Claimants must register for a claims package (by calling the num-
ber or visiting the website) and the claims package will be mailed
to claimants. All those interested in learning more or receiving
information about the claims process and claims packages are
encouraged to attend meetings in your communities about the
claims process and contact the website or claims telephone num-
ber.

Website: www.farmerclaims.gov
Phone: 1-888-508-4429
Claims Period: September 24, 2012 - March 25, 2013.

Independent legal services companies will administer the claims
process and adjudicate the claims. Although there are no filing
fees to participate and a lawyer is not required to participate in the
claims process, persons seeking legal advice may contact a lawyer
or other legal services provider.




Changes to IRS Forms 1099-G and
1099-MISC for Calendar Year 2012

Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Payments Sign-Up Period for 2011

In past years, IRS Forms 1099-G were issued to show all pro-
gram payments received from the Farm Service Agency, regard-
less of the amount. For calendar year 2012, the 1099-G report-
ing will change.

IRS Form 1099-G (Report of Payments to Producers) will only
be issued to producers whose reportable payments total $600
or more for the calendar year. Additionally, if the producer has
at least $600 in reportable payments received from multiple
FSA offices, only one Form 1099-G will be issued. Producers
subject to voluntary withholding or backup (involuntary) with-
holding will receive the appropriate IRS form, even if combined
payments are less than $600.

The same changes will apply to producers and vendors who
normally receive IRS Form 1099-MISC from FSA.

Any producer who receives less than $600 in combined pay-
ments should consult a tax advisor to determine if these pay-
ments must be reported on their tax return.

For more information regarding IRS reporting changes, please
contact your local County FSA office .

Attention Dairy Producers:

As provided by the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008,
signup for the MILC program ended on September 30, 2012. As
of the issuance date of this newsletter, legislation to extend the
program beyond the authorized deadline has not been enacted.
This means that MILC Payments are currently not authorized for
milk produced and marketed after September 30, 2012.

For milk produced and marketed through September 30, 2012,
verifiable production evidence that confirms the dairy opera-
tion’s eligible production and commercial milk marketings must
be provided to County Offices before any payment will be issued
to the dairy operation. To obtain MILC benefits for all previous
months for which a MILC payment rate was in effect, producers
must provide the dairy operation’s final production evidence and
any supporting documentation, if not already submitted, for
eligible months by COB November 1, 2012.

Any dairy operation that cannot provide the required documen-
tation to the satisfaction of the County Committee will be ineligi-
ble for MILC program benefits. For more clarification on the
MILC Program, please contact your local Farm Service Agency
office.

Bangor, ME Oct. 1, 2012 —Farm Service Agency State Execu-
tive Director Todd announced the sign-up period for the 2011
crop year Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments
(SURE) program will open Oct. 22, 2012 and end June 7,
2013. The SURE program authorizes assistance to farmers
and ranchers who suffered crop losses caused by natural dis-
asters occurring through Sept. 30, 2011.

“Any eligible producer who suffered losses during the 2011
crop year is encouraged to contact the FSA office to learn
more about the SURE program and how to apply,” said Todd.

Production losses due to disasters occurring after Sept. 30,
2011, are not eligible for disaster program coverage.

To be eligible for SURE, a farm or ranch must have:

At least a 10-percent production loss on a crop of economic
significance;

A policy or plan of insurance under the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act or the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) for all economically significant crops;

Been physically located in a county that was declared a pri-
mary disaster county or contiguous county by the Secretary of
Agriculture under a Secretarial Disaster Designation. Without
a Secretarial Disaster Designation, individual producers may
be eligible if the actual production on the farm is less than 50
percent of the normal production on the farm due to a natural
disaster. A “farm” for SURE purposes means the entirety of
all crop acreage in all counties that a producer planted or in-
tended to be planted for harvest for normal commercial sale
or on-farm livestock feeding, including native and improved
grassland intended for haying.

Producers considered socially disadvantaged, a beginning
farmer or rancher, or a limited resource farmer may be eligi-
ble for SURE without a policy or plan of insurance or NAP
coverage.

For more information on the 2011 SURE program, visit any
FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov/sure.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file
a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Sec-
retary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410,
Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992
(English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English
Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).




2013 Crop Deadlines

Crop Type

NAP Application Deadline
(to purchase coverage) line

Acreage Reporting Dead-

2014 Value Loss Crops: Ornamental
Nursery, Aquaculture (Oysters),
Turfgrass, Christmas Trees

September 1, 2013

September 30, 2013

2013 Fall Seeded Small Grains, Peren-
nial Forage and Apiculture

September 30, 2012

December 15, 2012

Honey

December 1, 2012

January 2, 2013

Maple Sap

January 2, 2013

January 31, 2013

Fruit Trees/Perennial Crops: Apples,
Blueberries, Cranberries, Raspberries,
Strawberries

November 20, 2012

January 15, 2013

Spring Seeded Crops: Corn,
Cucumbers,
Carrots, Peas, Potatoes, Pumpkins, etc.

March 15, 2013

July 15, 2013

2013 Spring Forage Seedlings: (50%
or greater Alfalfa forage mix)

March 15, 2013

August 15, 2013

Trade Adjustment Assistance Program
Reminder: September 2013 — Dead-
line to complete

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program

In September 2010, Foreign Agriculture Service certified group
petitions filed by blueberry producers in Maine and lobster
producers in the Northeast. Training for this program is ongo-
ing through September 2013. Participants are encouraged not
to wait until the last minute. Ideally you should plan to have
your workshop time and initial business plan done early in the
year; this will give you enough time to complete the in-depth
business plan by the September deadline.

Currently, there are no in-person workshops scheduled for the
TAA program, although more may be coming in the fu-

ture. Training and program information can be accessed
online at http://www.taaforfarmers.org.

For more information on the Trade Adjustment Assistance for
Farmers Program feel free to contact your local FSA County
office.

The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFLP) allows pro-
ducers of eligible commodities to obtain low-interest financ-
ing to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities.

The new maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL
is $500,000. Participants are now required to provide a
down payment of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for
the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the eligible storage
facility and permanent drying and handling equipment. New
loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available depending on the
amount of the loan. Interest rates for each term rate may be
different and are based on the rate which CCC borrows from
the Treasury Department.

Payments are available in the form of a partial disbursement
and the remaining final disbursement. The partial disburse-
ment will be available after a portion of the construction has
been completed. The final fund disbursement will be made
when all construction is completed. The maximum amount of
the partial disbursement will be 50 percent of the projected
and approved total loan amount.

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA county
office that maintains the farm’s records. An FSFL must be
approved before any site preparation or construction can
begin.




Increased Guaranteed Loan Limit

The Farm Service Agency has announced that the loan limit for
the Guaranteed Loan Program will increase to $1,302,000 on
October 1, 2012. The limit is adjusted annually based on data
compiled by the National Agricultural Statistics Service.

The lending limit increases every year according to an inflation
index. The maximum combined guaranteed and direct farm loan
indebtedness will also be increased to $1,602,000.

As a reminder, the one-time loan origination fee charged on FSA
guaranteed Farm Ownership and Operating loans is 1.5 percent
of the guaranteed portion of the loan.

Producers should contact their local FSA County Offices with
questions about farm loans.

Selected Interest Rates for
October 2012

Summary of FLP Activity for FY 12

115 Direct Operating Loans $ 5,993,030
0 Direct Operating Loans Pending $ 0]
12 Guaranteed Operating Loans $ 954,266
9 Direct Farm Ownership $ 1,633,600
5 Direct Farm Ownership Pending $ 1,010,000
10 Guaranteed Farm Ownership $ 4,665,142

2 Guaranteed Farm Ownership Pending $ 448,000

For a listing of real estate foreclosure sales nation-
wide please click on the following link:

http:// www.resales.usda.gov

Borrower Training Vendors

The following vendors have current Agreements to conduct bor-
rower training in Maine:

Rural Services of Indiana, Roslyn Amor Financial

Inc. Management/
60918 NE 5th Street Business Plan-
South Bend, IN 46614 ning

Financial

Management/
Business Plan-
ning and Crop

Farmer Courses, LLC
603 NE 5th Street
Madison, SD 57042

Greg Hanson

Farm Operating - Direct 1.125
Farm Ownership - Direct 3.00
Farm Ownership - Direct Down Payment,

o 1.50
Beginning Farmer or Rancher
Emergency 2.125
Farm Storage Facility—7 Year 1.125
Farm Storage Facility—10 Year 1.625
Farm Storage Facility—12 Year 2.000

9 Month Commodity Loan 1.125

Production
Mi’ Casa Enterprises Karen Harlan Financial
PO Box 1393 Management/
Seagraves, TX 79359 Business Plan-
ning
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