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Farmers.gov Local Dashboard Now Available for Producers
in Wyoming

Farmers in Wyoming can now access county specific farming data and USDA resources all in one place via
the new farmers.gov local dashboard. Your new farmers.gov local dashboard includes farming data and
USDA resources including USDA news, commodity pricing, weather forecasts, historical climate data, past
storm events, USDA service center locator and additional state resources for Wyoming and your county The
dashboard transforms complex data sets into easy-to-read charts and graphs to help you quickly find
information that matters to you.

USDA Makes Producer-Friendly Change to 2023 Notice of
Loss Requirements for Two Livestock Disaster Assistance
Programs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has waived certain notice of loss
requirements for 2023 for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees,
and Farm-raised Fish (ELAP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). In an effort
to streamline assistance to support access to critical 2023 natural disaster recovery
assistance, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is waiving the requirement to
submit ELAP or LIP notices of loss within a pre-determined number of days for
2023. Instead, producers have the flexibility to submit 2023 notices of loss as soon ¥ '
as possible, once losses are realized, following a natural disaster event or no later than the establlshed
annual program application for payment deadlines for each program. FSA county committees are also being
asked to re-evaluate 2023 ELAP and LIP late-filed notices of loss to determine if the waiver applies.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish

ELAP provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish losses
due to an eligible adverse weather or loss condition, including blizzards, disease, water shortages and
wildfires. ELAP covers grazing and feed losses, transportation of water and feed to livestock and hauling
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livestock to grazing acres. ELAP also covers certain mortality losses for livestock including honeybees and
farm-raised fish as well as honeybee hive losses. ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other
FSA disaster assistance programs.

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for ELAP to file a notice of
loss with FSA within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became apparent for livestock and farm-raised
fish and 15 calendar days for honeybees. Under this waiver, notices of loss are to be completed by the
eligible producer and submitted to FSA no later than the annual program application deadline of January

30 following the program year in which the loss occurred. Therefore, producers who incurred ELAP-eligible
losses in 2023, will need to submit a notice of loss by Jan. 30, 2024.

Livestock Indemnity Program

LIP provides disaster recovery assistance to livestock owners and contract growers who experience livestock
deaths, in excess of normal mortality caused by eligible loss conditions including adverse weather, disease
and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law,
including wolves and avian predators. LIP also helps livestock owners who must sell livestock at a reduced
price because of an injury from certain loss conditions.

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for LIP to file a notice of
loss within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became apparent. Under this waiver, producers are still
required to complete and submit the notice of loss to FSA no later than the annual program payment
application date, which is 60 calendar days following the program year in which the loss occurred. The LIP
payment application and notice of loss deadline is Feb. 29, 2024, for the 2023 program year.

2023 Disapproved Applications

FSA county committees will review all notices of loss for both ELAP and LIP that were previously disapproved
for the 2023 program year due to late filing and re-evaluate them to determine if the waiver applies. To
receive ELAP and LIP benefits, producers will still need to file an application for payment by the established
program deadline for the 2023 program year. Producers who are unsure about the status of their notice of
loss or application for payment, should contact their local FSA county office as soon as possible.

Supporting Documentation

Accurate records and loss documentation are critical following disaster events and are required when filing
notices of loss with FSA. Acceptable loss documentation includes:

o Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that have died, supplemented,
if possible, by photographs or video records of ownership and losses.

e Rendering truck receipts by kind, type, and weight - important to document prior to disposal.
e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

o Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of Natural Resources, or
other sources to substantiate eligible death losses due to an eligible loss condition.

e Documentation that livestock were removed from grazing pastures due to an eligible adverse weather
or loss condition.

e Costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, such as receipts for equipment rental fees for
hay lifts and snow removal.

e Feed purchase receipts if feed supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed.
o Number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water shortages.

More Information

The improvements to ELAP and LIP build on others made since 2021. This includes ELAP benefits for above
normal costs for hauling feed and water to livestock and transporting livestock to other grazing acres during a
qualifying drought. FSA also expanded eligible livestock under ELAP, LIP, and the Livestock Forage Disaster
Assistance Program, and increased the LIP payment rate for beef, beefalo, bison, and dairy animals less than
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250 pounds and most recently beef calves over 800 pounds. Learn about USDA disaster assistance
programs on farmers.gov.

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet and Loan
Assistance Tool can help producers and landowners determine disaster protection and recovery program or
loan options. For more information about FSA programs, contact your local USDA Service Center.

Baled Hay and the Imported Fire Ant

If you buy, sell, or produce baled hay, check out USDA's factsheet titled
“Questions and Answers: Moving Baled Hay From Areas Under Quarantine for
Imported Fire Ant.” This publication contains useful information for farmers,
ranchers, hay growers, and suppliers as they respond to livestock needs in
drought-hit states. Its goal is to help support commerce and the movement of hay,
| while guarding against the further spread of the imported fire ant. The factsheet’s
web address is http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant-health/baled-hay

Farmers.gov - Your Online Hub for Conducting Business
with USDA

Farmers.gov gives you one place to do business with USDA’s Farm Service ==
Agency (FSA) and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),

including accessing your farm records, maps, and common land units. You can ’ bl
create a farmers.gov account for the farmers.gov authenticated site, where you e
can access self-service features through a secure login.

In addition to the self-service features farmers.gov website also has information on USDA programs, farm
loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance.

What can you do with your farmers.gov account?

e View FSA Farm loans including loan information, interest payments, loan advance and payment
history, paid-in-full restructured loans, and account alerts.

e View NRCS Disbursements and Farm Loans financial activity from the past 180 days.
e View, print and export detailed farm records and farm/tract maps.
e Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI and GeoJSON file types.

e Import precision agriculture planting boundaries, create labels containing crop information, and print
both on farm tract maps.

e Use the draw tools to determine acres in an area of interest that can be printed on a map and
provided to a third party or exported as a feature file for use in other geospatial applications.

e View, upload, download and e-sign NRCS documents.
e Request conservation and financial assistance, including submitting a program application.

e Access information on current and past conservation practices, report practice completion and
request practice certification

e View detailed information on previous and ongoing contracts, including the amount of cost- share
assistance received and request contract modifications.

How to create a farmers.gov account?

To create a farmers.gov account you will need:
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e A USDA individual customer record - A customer record contains information you have given to USDA
to do business with them, like your name, address, phone number, and any legal representative
authority relationships.

e Alogin.gov account — Login.gov is a sign-in service that gives people secure online access to
participating government programs.

Tax Resources for USDA Program Participants

Navigating filing taxes can be challenging, especially if you are new to running
a farm business, participating in disaster programs for first time, or trying to
forecast the farm’s tax bill. Receiving funds from USDA through activities such
«umnmuen @S @ CONSErvation program payment or a disaster program is considered farm
- : income that includes a tax liability for farm businesses. USDA technical
assistance is free and creates no tax implications.

FARMERS. GOV

At the end of the tax year, USDA issues tax forms 1098 and 1099 forms for farm loans, conservation
programs administered by the Farm Service Agency and Natural Resource Conservation Service including
the Conservation Reserve Program and Environmental Quality Incentives Program, crop disaster payments,
and the Market Facilitation Program. USDA also issues tax forms for recipients of assistance for distressed
borrowers, including through Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act.

If you have received tax forms related to your operation, USDA cannot and does not provide tax advice but
wants you to be aware of options that may help manage your tax liability. USDA has partnered with experts to
provide resources to help you make the right tax decisions for your operation. Monthly webinars are available
for registration and to view on demand at https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/taxes.

The Tax Estimator Tool is an interactive spreadsheet that producers can download to estimate tax liability. It
is for informational and educational purposes and should not considered tax or legal advice. Producers may
need to work with a tax professional to determine the correct information to be entered in the Tax Estimator

Tool.

We encourage you to visit https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/taxes for more information on how to find
and work with a tax preparer as well as instructions on how to request copies of USDA documents and links
to other helpful tax resources

Improving Risk Protection on Tribal Lands

More than 46 million acres of tribal land in the United States are used for production agriculture, an inherently
high-risk business. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is here to help the producers who operate
these tribal lands to prepare, recover, and build long-term resilience to natural disasters and climate change,
through a suite of disaster assistance programs, crop insurance and other risk management options, and
conservation programs and practices.

A new Tribal Partnerships page on USDA'’s farmers.gov website is designed to connect Tribal Nation leaders,
land managers, agricultural producers and citizens with USDA programs and services. Developed as part of
USDA’s commitment to its federal trust responsibility to Tribal Nations, the web page showcases
opportunities for land access, indigenous representation, conservation partnerships, and support for tribal
food sovereignty.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), and Risk
Management Agency (RMA) offer programs, technical assistance, and insurance products for managing risk,
adopting climate-smart practices, and ensuring a safety net from weather.

Crop Insurance

Through the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation, USDA provides crop insurance to farmers and ranchers to
help them manage risks on their farms and ranches. There are many types of insurance products available
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for a wide variety of production practices, including organic and sustainable agriculture. Crop insurance can
be obtained through an Approved Insurance Provider (crop insurance agent), while other programs, including
FSA’s Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage can be accessed by contacting your
local USDA Service Center.

Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool

Producers who recently suffered loss or damage due to a natural disaster including crop and livestock losses,
farmland damage as well as damages to farm or ranch infrastructure such as hay storage facilities, fence,
and equipment can use the USDA Disaster Discovery Tool to receive personalized results outlining which
programs best meet their needs. Find disaster assistance program details and learn more about USDA
assistance at the USDA Disaster Resource Center.

Risk Protection for Beginning, Veteran, Limited Resource and Minority
Producers
In 2023, FSA made improvements to NAP to enhance risk protection coverage for beginning, veteran, limited

resource, and minority producers. Learn more about NAP coverage and other disaster recovery programs at
farmers.gov/protection-recovery.

Crop Acreage Reporting

To be eligible for many USDA programs, including risk management programs, agricultural producers must
file timely acreage reports that document the crops grown on their farm or ranch and their intended uses.
Deadlines for filing crop acreage reports vary by crop and by state and county.

FSA staff at local USDA Service Centers will provide producers with maps and acreage reporting deadlines,
by crop, for their county. A crop insurance agent can assist with reporting information necessary for crop
insurance benefits. Learn more about crop acreage reporting here.

Climate-Smart Conservation Practices

USDA is making more than $3 billion in funding available for agricultural producers and forest landowners
nationwide to participate in voluntary conservation programs and adopt climate-smart practices in fiscal year
2024 as part of President Biden’s Investing in America agenda. These funds are provided by President
Biden’s Inflation Reduction Act — the largest climate and conservation investment in history. This law invests
an additional $19.5 billion for USDA’s popular conservation programs.

Farmers.gov Portal

Producers can also manage their USDA business on farmers.gov. Signing up for an account provides one
place to do business online with FSA and NRCS, including the ability to e-sign documents, request
assistance and apply for programs. Features on this site will help expedite acreage reporting, including the
ability to view, print and label maps. A farmers.gov account also offers self-service for FSA and NRCS
customers to manage FSA farm loans and NRCS conservation contracts.

Customers who are new to USDA should visit Get Started at Your USDA Service Center, then go to
farmers.gov/account to create a farmers.gov account.

For more information about USDA support and partnerships with Tribal Nations, visit farmers.gov/tribal. To
learn more about FSA and NRCS programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service Center. Visit

RMA online to find risk management education and training opportunities. Watch this USDA Office of Tribal
Relations video to hear how USDA Helps Acoma Pueblo Ranchers.
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USDA Updates Crop Insurance for Sugar Beets Making
Early Harvest Adjustments Optional

USDA is revising its Sugar Beet crop insurance policy to make the early harvest adjustment feature optional
for producers. USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) is offering this flexibility beginning with the 2024
crop year for most program areas and beginning with the 2025 crop year for Imperial County, California. The
update is published in the Federal Register.

In 2018, RMA responded to requests from producers to limit the effects on their Actual Production History
(APH) databases caused by the need to harvest sugar beets before they reach full maturity by making early
harvest adjustments to the Sugar Beet Crop Provisions. The 2018 revision was made because sugar beets
harvested early are smaller and have less sugar than beets harvested at full maturity, resulting in lower net
pounds of raw sugar in the producer’'s APH database for that crop year.

This recent rule revision will now allow producers to opt-in to the early harvest adjustment. Producers will be
required to select the option by the sales closing date. The producer will also choose which years from their
APH database will include the adjusted early harvest yields.

The sales closing date for the 2024 crop year is March 15, 2024.
Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents. A list of crop insurance

agents is available at all USDA Service Centers and online at the RMA Agent Locator. Learn more about crop
insurance and the modern farm safety net at rma.usda.gov or by contacting your RMA Regional Office.

USDA Develops Simplified Direct Loan Application to
Improve Customer Service

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has developed a simplified direct loan application to provide
improved customer experience for producers applying for loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA). The
simplified direct loan application enables producers to complete a more streamlined application, reduced from
29 to 13 pages. Producers will also have the option to complete an electronic fillable form or prepare a
traditional, paper application for submission to their local FSA farm loan office. The paper and electronic
versions of the form are now available.

Approximately 26,000 producers submit a direct loan application to the FSA annually, but there is a high rate
of incomplete or withdrawn applications, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application
process. Coupled with the Loan Assistance Tool released in October 2022, the simplified application will
provide all loan applicants access to information regarding the application process and assist them with
gathering the correct documents before they begin the process. This new application will help farmers and
ranchers submit complete loan applications and reduce the number of incomplete, rejected, or withdrawn
applications.

In October 2022, USDA launched the Loan Assistance Tool, an online step-by-step guide that provides
materials to help an applicant prepare their farm loan application in one tool. Farmers can access the Loan
Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. The
tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser. A version
compatible with mobile devices is expected to be available by the summer. It does not work in Internet
Explorer.

The simplified direct loan application and Loan Assistance Tool are the first of multiple farm loan process
improvements that will be available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements
that are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:
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e Aninteractive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and electronic signature
option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns.

e An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of calling, mailing,
or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain sufficient commercial
credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and direction Congress provided in Section
22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA took action in October 2022 to provide relief to qualifying
distressed borrowers while working on making transformational changes to loan servicing so that borrowers
are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to address the inherent risks and unpredictability
associated with agricultural operations.

Soon, all direct loan borrowers will receive a letter from USDA describing the circumstances under which
additional payments will be made to distressed borrowers and how they can work with their FSA local office to
discuss these options. Producers can explore all available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or
by contacting their local USDA Service Center.

Wyoming State Office

951 Werner Ct Ste 130
Casper, WY 82601

Phone:307-261-5231

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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