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Message from the FSA State Director 
Greetings from the South Dakota State FSA Office! 

As planting has wrapped up, except for areas in the northeast corner of the state, please call your FSA office 
to set a time to get your acres reported. The deadline for acreage reporting is Monday, July 15, 2024.  For 
those with prevent plant acres they will also need to be reported. 

I also want to call to everyone’s attention the upcoming elections, and no I don’t mean the ones that are 
talked about on cable news, the one for the FSA County Committee (COC).  The COC is about local control 
of the administration of various FSA programs at the county level.  Nominations forms are available now at 
your local FSA office or you can get them online. The nomination forms are due back in the office by August 
1, 2024. 
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With the COC elections on the horizon, I am reminded of a favorite quote of mine form President Lincoln, who 
created USDA in 1862. 

“Elections belong to the people. It's their decision. If they decide to turn their back on the fire and 
burn their behinds, then they will just have to sit on their blisters.” 

                                                                                ― President Abraham Lincoln 

Lastly, I want to acknowledge Jim Anderson and Sandy Anderson (no relation) these two individuals devoted 
their entire careers to serving South Dakota farm families.  Jim is retiring as the CED for Brule/Buffalo 
Counties, Jim spent 40 plus years with FSA in offices in Dupree, Philip, and the last 39 years in 
Chamberlain.  Sandy is retiring from her role as the Farm Loan Manager in Minnehaha County.  She worked 
for FSA for 36 years in various positions in Flandreau, Madison and Sioux Falls. 

Please be safe with your farming activities and enjoy the Fourth of July activities! 

Sincerely,  

Steve Dick 
State Executive Director 
USDA-Farm Service Agency 

 

Message from the NRCS State Conservationist 
Greetings, 

One significant effort our Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) staff in South Dakota focus on 
each spring is converting NRCS conservation program applications into long term financial contracts. This 
year we have obligated $55 million within 632 separate long-term Environmental Quality Incentive 
Program (EQIP) and Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) contracts. South Dakota’s NRCS staff are 
additionally assisting producers with another 1,900 active conservation contracts. 

While NRCS contract holders are encouraged to maintain regular communication with their local office, these 
large contract numbers and in-the-field assistance may delay responses from NRCS staff. Consequently, it is 
encouraged that contract holders consider obtaining a USDA farmers.gov customer portal login. The 
customer portal provides instant access to personalized contract information. It allows users to review their 
maps, electronically sign documents, and review past and present documentation.. The portal is especially 
useful for entities with partners or administrative staff as a central source of conservation contract data. Learn 
more in the article below titled “Ask the Expert: Farmers.gov Conservation Section…”. 

Thank you to all South Dakota farmers, ranchers, land managers, landowners and conservation partners who 
are moving the needle of conservation in our state. 

Sincerely,  

Tony Sunseri 
State Conservationist 
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service 

 

 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/5522889/content#AskExpert


Important Dates & Deadlines 
July 2, 2024 - Deadline for entities to apply for NRCS Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
via application website 

July 15, 2024 - 2023 ARC-IC Production Certification Deadline 

July 15, 2024 - Acreage Reporting Deadline for 2024 Crop Year spring-seeded crops, perennial forage & 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acreage 

 

Farm Service Agency Seeking Nominations for Farmers 
and Ranchers to Serve on Local County Committees 
Nominations are now being accepted for farmers and ranchers to serve on local U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees. These committees make important 
decisions about how federal farm programs are administered locally. All nomination forms for the 2024 
election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2024.    

Elections for committee members will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA). LAAs are elective 
areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction and may include LAAs that are 
focused on an urban or suburban area.  

Customers can locate their LAA through a geographic information system locator tool available 
at fsa.usda.gov/elections and determine if their LAA is up for election by contacting their local FSA office.  

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they: 

• Participate or cooperate in a USDA program. 
• Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year. 

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching operation 
to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits.   

Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also nominate candidates. 
USDA encourages minority, women, urban and beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold 
office.  

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on FSA county 
committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-year terms. Committee 
members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster recovery, conservation, commodity and price support 
programs, as well as making decisions on county office employment and other agricultural issues. 

More Information    

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get involved in their 
county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be considered, a producer must be 
registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. This form and other information about FSA county 
committee elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.      

All nomination forms for the 2024 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center 
by the Aug.1, 2024, deadline. Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters in November 2024. 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/rcpp-regional-conservation-partnership-program/how-to-apply?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/Nomination-Forms/elections.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

USDA Reminds South Dakota Producers to File Crop 
Acreage Reports 
Agricultural producers in South Dakota who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after planting 
should make an appointment with their U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
service center before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and 
timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, 
can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The Acreage Reporting Deadline for 2024 Crop Year Spring Planted Crops, Perennial Forage and CRP is 
July 15, 2024 for all South Dakota Counties. 

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate 
documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• If crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, acreage reports should be 
submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-specific reporting deadline or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to 
because of a natural disaster. 

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar 
days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage is reported once 
and the producer elects continuous certification, the certification remains in effect until a change is made. 
Check with FSA at the local USDA Service Center for more information on continuous certification. 

New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov 

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access their FSA farm 
records, maps and common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new feature will allow producers to 
export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture 
boundaries. This will allow producers to view, print and label their own maps for acreage reporting purposes.  

Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form FSA-211 Power of 
Attorney, Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other signature types, or as a member of a 
business can now access information in the farmers.gov portal. 

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with this fact sheet and 
these video tutorials.  

More Information 

Producers can make an appointment to report acres by contacting their local USDA Service Center. 

 

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage reporting for cover 
crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as well as updated the definitions of 
“idle” and “fallow.” 

Reporting Cover Crops: 

Cover crop types can be chosen from the following four categories: 

• Cereals and other grasses 
• Legumes 
• Brassicas and other broadleaves 
• Mixtures 

If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated according to 
policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and the acreage report must be 
revised to reflect the actual crop. 

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date: 

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed and the crop 
has already been reported on the farm, have 30 calendar days from the date when the new operator or owner 
acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership and new producer crop share interest in the 
previously reported crop acreage. Under this policy, appropriate documentation must be provided to the 
County Committee’s satisfaction to determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop 
share interest change occurred to permit the revision. 

Acreage Reports: 

https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2021-09/farmersgov-portal-farmrecords-factsheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0Oy58bSZgQFQe1pWsiPp_BjfmDY-72g5&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must timely file acreage reports. Failure to file an 
acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future program benefits. 
FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the acreage reporting deadline. 

Reporting Grazing Allotments: 

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. You will use form “FSA-578” to report 
grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. Your local FSA office will 
need the grazing period start and end date and the percent of public land. 

Definitions of Terms 

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU) (field/subfield) 
which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition of fallow or skip row. 

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where cultivated land 
that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular growing season. 

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

File a Notice of Loss for Failed and Prevented Planted 
Acres 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds you to report prevented planted and failed acres in order to 
establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs. 

You should report crop acreage you intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were prevented from 
planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and the Risk Management Agency (RMA). 

Additionally, if you have failed acres, you should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report failed 
acres. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishables, you must notify FSA of damage or loss through the 
administrative county office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This 
notification can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. If you notify the County Office by any 
method other than by filing the CCC-576, you are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the 
required 15 calendar days. 

For losses on crops covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file 
a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.  You must 
timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including grasses. 

To file a Notice of Loss, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


USDA and FarmRaise Launch Additional Online Disaster 
Assistance Decision Tool for Livestock, Honey Bee and 
Farm-Raised Fish Producers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture, in partnership with FarmRaise, today launched a new, online Emergency 
Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) Decision Tool. The USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) tool is designed to assist agricultural producers who have been impacted by 
natural disasters access available program support. This ELAP Decision Tool, a component of a broader 
disaster assistance program educational module, further expands the library of online FSA disaster and farm 
loan program reference resources and decision aids currently available to agricultural producers on the 
FarmRaise FSA educational hub. The Decision Tool is a resource only and is not an application for benefits or 
a determination of eligibility.   

ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other FSA disaster assistance programs. The 
program provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honey bee, and farm-raised fish 
losses due to an eligible adverse weather or loss condition, including drought, blizzards, disease, water 
shortages and wildfires. ELAP covers grazing and feed losses, transportation of water and feed to livestock 
and hauling livestock to grazing acres due to an eligible loss condition. ELAP also covers certain mortality 
losses, due to an eligible condition, for livestock including honey bees and farm-raised fish as well as honey 
bee hive losses.   

New FarmRaise Tools and Resources   

FarmRaise, in partnership with FSA, recently launched their online, educational hub – the FarmRaise | FSA 
Educational Hub – comprised of videos, tools and interactive resources that enable USDA cooperators and 
agricultural producers to learn about and access major FSA programs.     

A new addition to the hub, the ELAP Decision Tool helps eligible producers impacted by qualifying natural 
disasters and other eligible causes of loss better understand program eligibility and application requirements, 
learn about record-keeping and supporting loss documentation requirements and track the steps needed 
before applying for program benefits. The document generated by the ELAP Decision Tool can be used to 
support the ELAP application process, but it is not a program application. Producers will need to complete 
and submit the ELAP Application to their local FSA county office. Upon request, applicants may be asked to 
provide additional supporting documentation per the program requirements.     

Through use of the ELAP Decision Tool, producers can segment by loss type (honey bee, farm-raised fish 
and livestock). This enables easier navigation, as guided by the tool, to assistance available to meet specific 
disaster recovery needs. After entering the type of loss, identifying the loss condition and entering their 
inventory and loss information, producers are guided through a worksheet that helps identify required loss 
documentation —   documentation (i.e., pictures, receipts, truck logs, etc.) that can be uploaded through the 
ELAP tool and sent directly to the producer’s local FSA county office, or producers can provide a copy of the 
tool-generated worksheet summary document when they visit their local FSA county office to complete and 
submit the required ELAP application.   

 Additional FarmRaise Resources    

The previously announced Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) Decision Tool, also available through the  
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub, assists livestock producers who suffered losses from eligible adverse 
weather events and other causes of loss as well as cooperators who are helping disaster-impacted livestock 
producers navigate available federal disaster assistance programs. The LIP Decision Tool gives producers 
guidance on what is needed to gather and submit required loss documentation, reducing the amount of time 
needed to complete applications and enabling FSA county office staff to deliver much-needed assistance 
faster. Using the LIP Decision Tool is not an application for benefits or a determination of eligibility.    

https://www.farmraise.com/usda-fsa?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmraise.com/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmraise.com/usda-fsa?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2024/usda-partners-with-farmraise-to-offer-educational-tools-and-resources-to-promote-financial-access-and-equity-for-agricultural-producers?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#:%7E:text=The%20partnership%20between%20FarmRaise%2C%20Inc,producers%20with%20disabilities%2C%20and%20veterans.


In addition to the new ELAP Decision Tool and the LIP Decision Tool, the FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub 
offers several, easily navigated farm loan programs how-to videos designed to introduce producers to FSA’s 
many farm loan programs options and guide them through the application process.    

More FSA program resources and tools will continue to be added to the FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub. 
Cooperators and agricultural producers are encouraged to visit the FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub often to 
access all available educational resources.     

 

FSA Is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup. 

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove environmentally 
sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will improve environmental health and 
quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent 
soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length. 

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation practices can 
be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject to competitive bidding during 
specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet certain 
eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap. 

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your local County USDA Service Center 
or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these 
designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or 
guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program 

sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 

For more information contact, contact your local county USDA Service Center. 

 

Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation 
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before actions are 
approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but are not limited to, 
the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If 
project implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, the request will be 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/crp-continuous-enrollment-period-factsheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, it’s important to wait until 
you receive written approval of your project proposal before starting any actions. 

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your local FSA office 
early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental review is required for your program 
application so that it can be completed timely. 

 

Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation 
Compliance 
Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive payments from USDA, compliance with 
Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions are required. Farmers with HEL 
determined soils are reminded of tillage, crop residue, and rotation requirements as specified per their 
conservation plan. Producers are to notify the USDA Farm Service Agency prior to breaking sod, clearing 
land (tree removal), and of any drainage projects (tiling, ditching, etc.) to ensure compliance. Failure to 
update certification of compliance, with form AD-1026, triggering applicable HEL and/or wetland 
determinations, for any of these situations, can result in the loss of FSA farm program payments, FSA farm 
loans, NRCS program payments, and premium subsidy to Federal Crop Insurance administered by RMA.  

 

USDA Now Accepting Applications for Available Funds to 
Help Cover Organic Certification Costs 
Through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will 
cover up to 75% of organic certification costs at a maximum of $750 per certification category. FSA is now 
accepting applications, and organic producers and handlers should apply for OCCSP by the Oct. 31, 2024, 
deadline for eligible expenses incurred from Oct. 1, 2023, to Sept. 30, 2024. FSA will issue payments as 
applications are received and approved. 

OCCSP was part of a broader organic announcement made by Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack on May 15, 
2024, which also included the Organic Market Development Grant program and Organic Transition Initiative. 

Eligible Applicants, Expenses and Categories 

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of organic agricultural commodities for 
expenses incurred obtaining or maintaining organic certification under USDA’s National Organic Program. 
Eligible OCCSP applicants include any certified organic producers or handlers who have paid organic 
certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. 

Cost share assistance covers expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees related to 
equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, inspector travel expenses, user fees, sales 
assessments and postage. OCCSP pays a maximum of $750 per certification category for crops, wild crops, 
livestock, processing/handling, and state organic program fees (California only). 

How to Apply 

To apply, producers and handlers should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center and be prepared to 
provide documentation of organic certification and eligible expenses. OCCSP applications can also be 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3NpdGVzL2RlZmF1bHQvZmlsZXMvZG9jdW1lbnRzL0Zvcm0tQUQxMDI2LUhpZ2hseS1Fcm9kaWJsZS1MYW5kLnBkZj91dG1fK2NhbXBhaWduPTA0MjYyNHBvbGljeXJlbWluZGVycyZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNDIzLjkzNzcxMzQxIn0.kKmvCEzIqgXWCmmzpfGtM-tqqYy7g5lvj-Jtk57EDT8/s/1615886783/br/241222203079-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/occsp/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2024/usda-easing-producers-transition-to-organic-production-with-new-programs-and-partnerships-announces-investments-to-create-and-expand-organic-markets?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.ams.usda.gov/about-ams/programs-offices/national-organic-program?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


submitted through participating state departments of agriculture.  For more information, visit 
the OCCSP webpage. 

Opportunity for State Departments of Agriculture  

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer OCCSP. FSA posted 
a funding opportunity summary on grants.gov and will electronically mail the Notice of Funding Opportunity to 
all eligible state departments of agriculture. Applications are due July 12, 2024. 

If a state department of agriculture chooses to participate in OCCSP, both the state department of agriculture 
and FSA county offices in that state will accept OCCSP applications and make payments to eligible certified 
operations. Producers or handlers can receive OCCSP assistance from either FSA or the participating state 
department of agriculture but not both. 

More Information 

USDA offers other assistance for organic producers, including the Organic Transition Initiative (OTI), which 
includes direct farmer assistance for organic production and processing and conservation. For more 
information on organic agriculture, visit farmers.gov/organic. 

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service Center. Producers can 
also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage farm loans and view other farm records data and 
customer information by logging into their farmers.gov account. If you don’t have an account, sign up today. 

 

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage 
If you’re enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, you must 
protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. By 
signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds 
on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a 
maintenance problem on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to 
terminate your contract for the program year.  

 

FSA Offers Loan Servicing Options 
There are options for Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan customers during financial stress. If you are a 
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to learn 
about your options. 

 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm 
Ownership Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and ranchers 
become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase agricultural 
productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations. 
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There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also 
offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50 
percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being 
purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount 
for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to finance 
nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan applicants 
are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out 
of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that 
their participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Forms New Partnerships to Support Organic 
Transition, Conservation Assistance 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is partnering with Oregon Tilth and Organic Farming Research 
Foundation (OFRF) to strengthen organic expertise for conservation programs and expand relationships 
among producers wanting to transition to organic. USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
is investing $5 million in these five-year partnerships, which are part of USDA’s Organic Transition Initiative 
(OTI), a Department-wide effort to support agricultural producers interested in transitioning to organic. 
Additionally, NRCS encourages organic and transitioning producers to apply for assistance through its 
conservation programs that currently have boosted funding from the OTI as well as the Inflation Reduction 
Act.  

These OTI partnerships were part of a broader organic announcement made by Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack on May 15, 2024, which also included the Organic Market Development Grant program and Organic 
Certification Cost Share Program. 

The OTI partnerships include seven new staff positions. An OFRF organic research specialist will disseminate 
the latest in organic research and national training to NRCS staff and Oregon Tilth will establish six organic 
specialists across the country who will develop regional networks, provide hands-on organic training for 
producers, and support NRCS staff who assist farmers transitioning to organic. The organic specialist 
positions will be filled by staff from Oregon Tilth working with organic partners including Marbleseed, 
California Certified Organic Farmers Foundation, and Organic Agronomy Training Service.   

Conservation Assistance  

As part of OTI, NRCS introduced a new organic management standard in 2023 to allow producers flexibility to 
get assistance and education, such as attending workshops or requesting help from experts or mentors. The 
management standard supports conservation practices required for organic certification and may provide 
foregone income reimbursement for dips in production during the transition period.   

In 2023, NRCS allocated $12 million in 22 states, signing 112 contracts with transitioning producers.   

In addition to the new standard, NRCS provides technical and financial assistance to help with conservation 
plans supporting organic transition and organic management, cover cropping and crop rotation, field borders, 
high tunnels, irrigation practices, nutrient management, mulching and pest management. Many of these 
practices are NRCS’ Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry Activities and eligible for Inflation Reduction Act 
funding. 
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Higher payment rates and other options are available for underserved producers including socially 
disadvantaged, beginning, veteran, and limited resource farmers and ranchers.     

Producers beginning or in the process of transitioning to organic certification are encouraged to apply at their 
local USDA Service Center. If a state deadline is missed, applications will be considered for the next fiscal 
year. 

More Information 

These NRCS partnerships are part of the OTI’s multi-agency effort to support organic and transitioning 
producers including farmer-to-farmer mentoring, direct support for crop insurance in 2023, and market 
development projects.  

OTI complements existing assistance for organic producers, including the Farm Service Agency’s Organic 
Certification Cost Share Program, (OCCSP) that provides cost share for producers who obtain or renew their 
organic certification. Sign-up for 2024 OCCSP begins on May 15 and runs through October 31. 

For more information on organic agriculture, visit farmers.gov/organic or contact your local USDA Service 
Center.  Producers can also apply for NRCS programs, manage conservation plans and contracts, and view 
and print conservation maps by logging into their farmers.gov account. If you don’t have an account, sign up 
today.  

 

Ask the Expert: Farmers.gov Conservation Section with 
Tyler Kendall 
In this Ask the Expert, Tyler Kendall, management and program analyst for the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) answers a few questions about USDA’s farmers.gov customer portal. Tyler 
helps lead the effort to provide personalized customer information via farmers.gov. A farmers.gov account 
provides self-service opportunities to Farm Service Agency (FSA) and NRCS customers through a secure, 
authenticated access process. 

What features will conservation customers be most interested in? 

There are several self-help options that allow you to access your conservation data from home or on your 
phone or tablet. For example, you can access, view, download, and print all of your conservation documents 
including your conservation plans, contracts, and plan maps. Contract documents can be conveniently 
eSigned in farmers.gov and the feature is mobile enabled so you can sign your documents from the field 
while on the go! 

To read the full blog visit farmers.gov/blog/ask-the-expert-farmersgov-conservation-section-with-tyler-kendall. 
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