
View as a webpage / Share 

 

Vermont FSA Newsletter  -  June 20, 2024  

In This Issue: 

• Dates to Remember 
• Note from the State Executive Director 
• USDA Reminds Vermont Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports 
• SCORE Matches Producers to Mentors 
• USDA and FarmRaise Launch Additional Online Disaster Assistance 

Decision Tool for Livestock, Honey Bee and Farm-Raised Fish 
Producers 

• Applying for FSA Direct Loans 
• FSA Is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers 

 

Dates to Remember 

July 4, 2024 Offices Closed for Independence Day 

July 15, 2024 

Acreage Reporting Deadline for 
Annual Crops, Asparagus, 

Blueberries, Caneberries, Currents, 
Gooseberries, Pears, Rhubarb, 

Strawberries, and Some Stone Fruit, 
and All Grasses, Mixed Forage, and 

Alfalfa 

  

Note from the State Executive Director 
What a difference a year can make. In 2023 we were just getting a 
handle on a slow, cold spring with a late frost that devastated Vermont’s 
apple and soft fruit industry. So far this year it has been a far better start. 
Overall, the apple and fruit blossom has been good and haying or silage 
first cut is well under way. In many places corn is shooting out of the 
ground. Much better-looking year, so far. 
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Our county offices are bracing for the crop reporting crescendo, they are ready and willing 
to help. Crop reporting is an important step in verifying the factual basis for your farm.  

Just this month the Lake Champlain Basin Program released its 2024 State of the Lake 
report. A document filled with a lot of detail on the last three years of how events like 
flooding, nutritive runoff, cyanobacteria, and invasive species, amongst other things, are 
impacting the health of Lake Champlain. One thing that stood out is that phosphorus 
levels have been declining in most of the lake. They are still not at the point where they 
need to be, but progress is being made. This is despite the extreme changes in the 
weather we are experiencing, more rain in more intense bursts. Farmers should be proud 
of the work they are doing and continue to do that help make this all possible. A copy of 
the report can be found here. 

H5N1 Bird Flu has not gone away, although not directly impacting our state and our cows, 
restrictions on movement of lactating cows is. The best place to look for the most recent 
information is on the APHIS website, the link:  

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) Detections in Livestock | Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (usda.gov) 

 

USDA Reminds Vermont Producers to File Crop 
Acreage Reports 

Agricultural producers in Vermont who have not yet 
completed their crop acreage reports after planting should 
make an appointment with their U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) service 
center before the applicable deadline. 

  

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm and 
its intended uses. Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, 
including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Vermont: 

 July 15, 2024                            Annual Crops, Asparagus, Blueberries, 
Caneberries,                                                             Currents, Gooseberries, Pears, 
Rhubarb, Strawberries,                                                         Stone Fruit, All Grasses, Mixed 
Forage, and Alfalfa 

  

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a 
list of acreage reporting deadlines by crop. 

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
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• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or 
acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county 
office. 

• If crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, 
acreage reports should be submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-
specific reporting deadline or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the 
crop begins. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural 
disaster, were unable to because of a natural disaster. 

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later 
than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s 
Risk Management Agency. 

FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage 
is reported once and the producer elects continuous certification, the certification remains 
in effect until a change is made. Check with FSA at the local USDA Service Center for 
more information on continuous certification. 

New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov 

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access 
their FSA farm records, maps and common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new 
feature will allow producers to export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view 
other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries. This will allow producers to 
view, print and label their own maps for acreage reporting purposes.  

Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form 
FSA-211 Power of Attorney, Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other 



signature types, or as a member of a business can now access information in the 
farmers.gov portal. 

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with 
this fact sheet and these video tutorials.  

More Information 

Producers can make an appointment to report acres by contacting their local USDA 
Service Center. 

 

SCORE Matches Producers to Mentors 
If you are a farmer or rancher, or have agricultural or business experience, join us in 
supporting the next generation and in investing in your local community. Your experiences 
and knowledge as a business owner, agricultural professional, or farmer can provide vital 
support to your community.  

SCORE – score.org - the nation's largest network of volunteer, expert business mentors, 
is looking to expand the field of available agricultural mentors and provide free business 
mentoring to farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural and rural business owners.    

SCORE is currently looking for volunteers with experience in an agriculture-related field 
who would like to become part of an extended field of volunteers. The organization’s 
Orientation and Mentoring Certification program provides volunteers with everything 
needed to be a successful volunteer. Training includes background about SCORE’s 
mission and services, as well as guidance on how to be a business mentor, including 
enhancement of listening, interviewing and problem-solving skills.   

Current mentors have backgrounds in finance, accounting, marketing, operations, 
business and financial planning. The mentors provide local expertise and free one-on-one 
business mentoring to new and existing farmers and business owners. Together they work 
through the process of starting or maintaining agricultural and rural businesses. No matter 
what stage a business is in, SCORE volunteer mentors can help in developing business 
plans, navigating financing and legal issues, identifying new markets, and other topics, in 
order to help their clients succeed.    

Learn more and sign up to become a mentor today at score.org/usda. 
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USDA and FarmRaise Launch Additional Online 
Disaster Assistance Decision Tool for Livestock, 
Honey Bee and Farm-Raised Fish Producers 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, in partnership with 
FarmRaise, today launched a new, online Emergency 
Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) Decision Tool. The USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) tool is designed to assist agricultural 
producers who have been impacted by natural disasters 
access available program support. This ELAP Decision 
Tool, a component of a broader disaster assistance program 

educational module, further expands the library of online FSA disaster and farm loan 
program reference resources and decision aids currently available to agricultural 
producers on the FarmRaise FSA educational hub. The Decision Tool is a resource only 
and is not an application for benefits or a determination of eligibility.   

ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other FSA disaster assistance 
programs. The program provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock, 
honey bee, and farm-raised fish losses due to an eligible adverse weather or loss 
condition, including drought, blizzards, disease, water shortages and wildfires. ELAP 
covers grazing and feed losses, transportation of water and feed to livestock and hauling 
livestock to grazing acres due to an eligible loss condition. ELAP also covers certain 
mortality losses, due to an eligible condition, for livestock including honey bees and farm-
raised fish as well as honey bee hive losses.   

New FarmRaise Tools and Resources   

FarmRaise, in partnership with FSA, recently launched their online, educational hub – the 
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub – comprised of videos, tools and interactive resources 
that enable USDA cooperators and agricultural producers to learn about and access major 
FSA programs.     

A new addition to the hub, the ELAP Decision Tool helps eligible producers impacted by 
qualifying natural disasters and other eligible causes of loss better understand program 
eligibility and application requirements, learn about record-keeping and supporting loss 
documentation requirements and track the steps needed before applying for program 
benefits. The document generated by the ELAP Decision Tool can be used to support the 
ELAP application process, but it is not a program application. Producers will need to 
complete and submit the ELAP Application to their local FSA county office. Upon request, 
applicants may be asked to provide additional supporting documentation per the program 
requirements.     

Through use of the ELAP Decision Tool, producers can segment by loss type (honey bee, 
farm-raised fish and livestock). This enables easier navigation, as guided by the tool, to 
assistance available to meet specific disaster recovery needs. After entering the type of 
loss, identifying the loss condition and entering their inventory and loss information, 
producers are guided through a worksheet that helps identify required loss documentation 
—   documentation (i.e., pictures, receipts, truck logs, etc.) that can be uploaded through 
the ELAP tool and sent directly to the producer’s local FSA county office, or producers can 
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provide a copy of the tool-generated worksheet summary document when they visit their 
local FSA county office to complete and submit the required ELAP application.   

Additional FarmRaise Resources    

The previously announced Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) Decision Tool, also 
available through the  FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub, assists livestock producers who 
suffered losses from eligible adverse weather events and other causes of loss as well as 
cooperators who are helping disaster-impacted livestock producers navigate available 
federal disaster assistance programs. The LIP Decision Tool gives producers guidance on 
what is needed to gather and submit required loss documentation, reducing the amount of 
time needed to complete applications and enabling FSA county office staff to deliver 
much-needed assistance faster. Using the LIP Decision Tool is not an application for 
benefits or a determination of eligibility.    

In addition to the new ELAP Decision Tool and the LIP Decision Tool, the FarmRaise | 
FSA Educational Hub offers several, easily navigated farm loan programs how-to videos 
designed to introduce producers to FSA’s many farm loan programs options and guide 
them through the application process.    

More FSA program resources and tools will continue to be added to the FarmRaise | FSA 
Educational Hub. Cooperators and agricultural producers are encouraged to visit the 
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub often to access all available educational resources.  

 

Applying for FSA Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating 
loans to producers who want to establish, maintain, or 
strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, 
approved and serviced by FSA loan officers. 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase 
livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, 
insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. 
Operating loans can also be used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings 
and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate. 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, 
construct and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum 
loan amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. 
Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability 
to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm 
ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm 
ownership or operating loan. 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..H4u7w8DJQMhOlT16svBduOE88iW-TnKGfcroFqJ-y_8/s/2908478488/br/244460392459-l


FSA Is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment 
Offers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices 
under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup. 

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove 
environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will 
improve environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish 
valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of 
wildlife habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length. 

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain 
conservation practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous 
enrollment are not subject to competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are 
automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility 
requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap. 

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your County USDA 
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. 

 

Vermont Farm Service Agency 
356 Mountain View Drive, Suite 104 

Colchester, VT 05446 

John Roberts, State Executive Director 
john.roberts2@usda.gov 

Phone: 802-658-2803 
Fax: 855-794-3676 

Addison County Office 

Mari Quesnel, Acting County Executive 
Director 
802-771-3039 
mari.quesnel@usda.gov 

Mari Quesnel, Farm Loan Manager  
802-771-3039 
mari.quesnel@usda.gov 

Franklin/Grand Isle County Office 

Alison Malone, County Executive Director 
802-527-1296 
Alison.malone@usda.gov 

Ryan Howrigan, District Director 
802-528-4160 
ryan.howrigan@usda.gov 

Caledonia/Essex County Office Rutland/Bennington County Office 
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Patricia Matte, County Executive Director 
802-424-3146 
patricia.matte@usda.gov 

Olivia Butterman, County Executive Dir 
802-775-8034 
Olivia.butterman@usda.gov  

Chittenden/Washington County Office 

Lawrence Parker, County Executive Director 
802-497-5511 
lawrence.parker@usda.gov 

Windsor/Orange County Offices 

Courtney LeCuyer, County Executive 
Director 
802-369-3170 
courtney.lecuyer@usda.gov 

Lamoille/Orleans County Offices 

Avery Williams, County Executive Director 
Orleans: 802-624-7016 
Lamoille: 802-521-3002 (Tues.) 
avery.williams@usda.gov  

Angela Goodridge, Farm Loan Manager 
802-624-7003 
angela.goodridge@usda.gov 

Windham County Office 

Courtney LeCuyer, County Executive 
Director 
802-254-9766 
courtney.lecuyer@usda.gov 

  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of 
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 
377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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