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Producers Can Now Enroll in ARC and PLC  
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is 
accepting enrollments and elections for the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) for 2025 from Jan. 21 to 
April 15.  ARC and PLC provide financial 
protections to farmers from substantial drops in 
crop prices or revenues and are vital economic 
safety nets for most American farms. The 
American Relief Act, 2025 extended many Farm 
Bill-authorized programs for another year, including ARC and PLC.   

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CO) or PLC, which 
provide crop-by-crop protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire 
farm. Although election changes for 2025 are optional, producers must enroll through a 
signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm it 
will continue for 2025 unless an election change is made.       

If producers do not submit their election revision by the April 15 deadline, their election 
remains the same as their 2024 election for commodities on the farm from the prior 
year. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in 
the cropland.        

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fresources%2Fprograms%2Farc-plc%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001958aa220d0-163021e5-b098-43c1-a280-8bcb732d29ed-000000/b9EfrHYk5SDUOuZBfBkl4BhJcvBZw3TvVtfgXJtBj8I=396
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fresources%2Fprograms%2Farc-plc%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001958aa220d0-163021e5-b098-43c1-a280-8bcb732d29ed-000000/b9EfrHYk5SDUOuZBfBkl4BhJcvBZw3TvVtfgXJtBj8I=396


Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, 
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, 
sunflower seed and wheat.       

USDA also reminds producers that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact 
eligibility for some crop insurance products including Supplemental Coverage Option, 
Enhanced Coverage Option and, for cotton producers, the Stacked Income Protection 
Plan (commonly referred to as STAX).   

For more information on ARC and PLC, producers can visit the ARC and PLC webpage 
or contact their local USDA Service Center. 

 

 

Producers Can Now Enroll in Dairy Margin 
Coverage  
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting applications for  Dairy Margin 
Coverage (DMC) for the 2025 coverage year from Jan. 29 to March 31. DMC is a 
voluntary risk management program that offers protection to dairy producers when the 
difference between the all-milk price and the average feed price (the margin) falls 
below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. The American Relief Act, 2025 
extended many Farm Bill-authorized programs for another year, including DMC.  

DMC offers different levels of coverage, even an option that is free to producers, minus 
a $100 administrative fee. The administrative fee is waived for dairy producers who are 
considered limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged or a military veteran.  

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fresources%2Fprograms%2Farc-plc%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/010001958aa220d0-163021e5-b098-43c1-a280-8bcb732d29ed-000000/wlwoUAOvXL0qmyZt5yTb8KQ90KSDlYPi6zcicGUhKTM=396
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fresources%2Fprograms%2Fdairy-margin-coverage-program-dmc%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001958aa220d0-163021e5-b098-43c1-a280-8bcb732d29ed-000000/R0mx0UfQPZMOFkcJjEtWXN0uMtCMHneUP72Q77EbGns=396
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fresources%2Fprograms%2Fdairy-margin-coverage-program-dmc%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001958aa220d0-163021e5-b098-43c1-a280-8bcb732d29ed-000000/R0mx0UfQPZMOFkcJjEtWXN0uMtCMHneUP72Q77EbGns=396


DMC payments are calculated using updated feed and premium hay costs, making the 
program more reflective of actual dairy producer expenses. These updated feed 
calculations use 100% premium alfalfa hay.  For more information on DMC, visit 
the DMC webpage or contact your local USDA Service Center.  

 

USDA Encourages You to Consider NAP Risk 
Protection Coverage Before Crop Sales 
Deadlines 

The Farm Service Agency encourages you to 
examine available USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) coverage, before the applicable crop sales 
deadline. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from 
natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural 
disasters on crops for which no permanent federal 

crop insurance program is available. You can determine if crops are eligible for federal 
crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA website. 

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 
percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics 
and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to 
obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels 
of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. Buy-up levels of NAP coverage 
are available if the producer can show at least one year of previously successfully 
growing the crop for which coverage is being requested. NAP basic coverage is 
available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of expected production.    

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per 
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming 
interests in multiple counties.   

Beginning, underserved, veterans and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free 
catastrophic level coverage. 

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. Contact your local USDA Service 
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fresources%2Fprograms%2Fdairy-margin-coverage-program-dmc%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/010001958aa220d0-163021e5-b098-43c1-a280-8bcb732d29ed-000000/eOYYF2KYPN0DHKimJA_KLt3wy2eeJKRMcJGVFPe0ifg=396
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwebapp.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2FActuarialInformationBrowser2018%2FCropCriteria.aspx%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001958aa220d0-163021e5-b098-43c1-a280-8bcb732d29ed-000000/iEESsfT9TeXlK78nYk-14HSIBFHNXX4bMTM_jTbVgOI=396
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001958aa220d0-163021e5-b098-43c1-a280-8bcb732d29ed-000000/sCyUtUyOKdRxVd6PaMGjb49XzCLb3qAvlHeC5dmxvZI=396


Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance 
agents. Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online 
Agent Locator. You can use the USDA Cost Estimator to predict insurance premium 
costs. 

 

Foreign Investors Must Report U.S. Agricultural 
Land Holdings 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds 
foreign investors with an interest in agricultural land in the United States that they are 
required to report their land holdings and transactions to USDA. 

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires foreign investors 
who buy, sell or hold an interest in U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings and 
transactions to the USDA. Foreign investors must file AFIDA Report Form FSA-153 
with the FSA county office in the county where the land is located.  Large or complex 
filings may be handled by AFIDA headquarters staff in Washington, D.C. 

According to CFR Title 7 Part 781, any foreign person who holds an interest in U.S. 
agricultural land is required to report their holdings no later than 90 days after the date 
of the transaction. 

Foreign investors should report holdings of agricultural land totaling 10 acres or more 
used for farming, ranching or timber production, and leaseholds on agricultural land of 
10 or more years.  Tracts totaling 10 acres or less in the aggregate, and which produce 
annual gross receipts in excess of $1,000 from the sale of farm, ranch, forestry or 
timber products, must also be reported.  AFIDA reports are also required when there 
are changes in land use, such as from agricultural to nonagricultural use. Foreign 
investors must also file a report when there is a change in the status of ownership. 

The information from AFIDA reports is used to prepare an annual report to 
Congress.  These annual reports to Congress, as well as more information, are 
available on the FSA AFIDA webpage. 

Assistance in completing the FSA-153 report may be obtained from the local FSA 
office. For more information regarding AFIDA or FSA programs, contact your local 
County FSA office or visit farmers.gov. 

 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fprodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2FAgentLocator%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001958aa220d0-163021e5-b098-43c1-a280-8bcb732d29ed-000000/YVG8_Ue27c8ARZkgz4YNBvpNXZ8QPDJXGieKy5cxMv0=396
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fprodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2FAgentLocator%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001958aa220d0-163021e5-b098-43c1-a280-8bcb732d29ed-000000/YVG8_Ue27c8ARZkgz4YNBvpNXZ8QPDJXGieKy5cxMv0=396
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fewebapp.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2Fcostestimator%2FDefault.aspx%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001958aa220d0-163021e5-b098-43c1-a280-8bcb732d29ed-000000/bHNwKeXHkWtHEugf3048BwVmmHj_siYuWJCWOGMytQQ=396
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Feconomic-and-policy-analysis%2Fafida%2Findex%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001958aa220d0-163021e5-b098-43c1-a280-8bcb732d29ed-000000/UN9CJ8AXi_gBUN_PsqUSNerKk_Xhzzs8t5N-vsYmZIY=396


USDA Farm Loan Program Changes Now in 
Effect 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) updates to the Farm Service Agency’s 
(FSA) Farm Loan Programs are officially in effect. These changes, part of the 
Enhancing Program Access and Delivery for Farm Loans rule, are designed to increase 
financial flexibility for agricultural producers, allowing them to grow their operations, 
boost profitability, and build long-term savings. 

These program updates reflect USDA’s ongoing commitment to supporting the financial 
success and resilience of farmers and ranchers nationwide, offering critical tools to help 
borrowers manage their finances more effectively. 

What the new rules mean for you: 

• Low-interest installment set-aside program: Financially distressed borrowers can 
now defer up to one annual loan payment at a reduced interest rate. This 
simplified option helps ease financial pressure while keeping farming operations 
running smoothly. 

• Flexible repayment terms: New repayment options give borrowers the ability to 
increase their cash flow and build working capital reserves, allowing for long-
term financial planning that includes saving for retirement, education, and other 
future needs. 

• Reduced collateral requirements: FSA has lowered the amount of additional 
loan security needed for direct farm loans, making it easier for borrowers to 
leverage their existing equity without putting their personal residence at risk. 

These new rules provide more financial freedom to borrowers. By giving farmers and 
ranchers better tools to manage their operations, we’re helping them build long-term 
financial stability. It’s all about making sure they can keep their land, grow their 
business, and invest in the future. 

If you’re an FSA borrower or considering applying for a loan, now is the time to take 
advantage of these new policies. We encourage you to reach out to your local FSA 
farm loan staff to ensure you fully understand the wide range of loan making and 
servicing options available to assist with starting, expanding, or maintaining your 
agricultural operation. 

To conduct business with FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center.  

 

Applying for Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to establish and operate 
agricultural income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Fenhancing-program-access-and-delivery-for-farm-loans%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001958aa220d0-163021e5-b098-43c1-a280-8bcb732d29ed-000000/sJzc5ZF5nJ9QbqsOTx2V6jLR6Qi2r0H17tI9Mp_pjTg=396
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fworking-with-us%2Fservice-center-locator%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001958aa220d0-163021e5-b098-43c1-a280-8bcb732d29ed-000000/a3XBIRgUAqPuawNGzNqajzCvgUWVPRXQqOPBLs31JR0=396


agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the 
organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth 
with practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is 
$10,000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, 
Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) 
or a legal resident alien 

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as 

outlined above 
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under 

guidance and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must 
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision. 

For help preparing the application forms, contact your local USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Lending Rates for March 
Click here for March's Lending Rates for Agriculture Producers  

 

Dates to Remember 
March 15- NAP Coverage Application Closing date - All other yield based crops - this 
includes but is not limited to watermelons and peppers. 

March 31- Deadline for 2025 DMC signup 

April 15- Deadline for 2025 ARCPLC signup 

April 15th - August 15th- Primary Nesting Season for CRP. To stay in compliance 
with your CRP contract, if you need to spot mow or spot spray invasive or noxious 
weeds in CRP cover, please contact your local FSA Office to make a request prior to 
the action. 
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Maryland FSA 
339 Busch's Frontage Rd. 

Suite 104 
Annapolis, MD 21409-5561 

Phone: (443)-482-2760 
Fax: (855)-401-6638 

  

FSA State Executive Director, Acting 

Russ Clanton 

Russ.Clanton@usda.gov 

Farm Programs Chief  

Robert Wevodau  

robert.wevodau@usda.gov 

NRCS State Conservationist  

Suzy Daubert 

suzy.daubert@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Chief  

Joseph Scott 

joseph.scott@usda.gov 
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