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Beginning Sept. 1, farmers and ranchers can apply
for financial assistance to help conserve working
grasslands, rangeland and pastureland while
maintaining the areas as livestock grazing lands.
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www.fsa.usda.qgov/vi

The initiative is part of the voluntary Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP), a federally funded
program that for 30 years has assisted agricultural
producers with the cost of restoring, enhancing and
protecting certain grasses, shrubs and trees to
improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and
reduce loss of wildlife habitat. In return, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) provides
participants with rental payments and cost-share
assistance. CRP has helped farmers and ranchers
prevent more than 8 billion tons of soil from
eroding, reduce nitrogen and phosphorous runoff
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participants who establish long-term, resource-
conserving covers with annual rental payments up
to 75 percent of the grazing value of the land. Cost-
share assistance also is available for up to 50
percent of the covers and other practices, such as
cross fencing to support rotational grazing or
improving pasture cover to benefit pollinators or
other wildlife. Participants may still conduct
common grazing practices, produce hay, mow, or
harvest for seed production, conduct fire
rehabilitation, and construct firebreaks and fences.

With the publication of the CRP regulation today,
the Farm Service Agency will accept applications
on an ongoing basis beginning Sept. 1, 2015, with
those applications scored against published
ranking criteria, and approved based on the
competiveness of the offer. The ranking period will
occur at least once per year and be announced at
least 30 days prior to its start. The end of the first
ranking period will be Nov. 20, 2015.

To learn more about participating in CRP-
Grasslands or SAFE, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/crp or
consult with the local Farm Service Agency county
office. To locate a nearby Farm Service Agency
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. To learn more
about the 30th anniversary of CRP, visit
www.fsa.usda.qgov/CRPis30 or follow on Twitter
using #CRPis30.

Reporting Organic Crops
Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price

and selected the "organic" option on their NAP
application must report their crops as organic.

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone
acreage must be included in the organic acreage.

Producers must also provide a current organic
plan, organic certificate or documentation from a
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in
effect. Documentation must include:

name of certified individuals

address

telephone number

effective date of certification

certificate number

list of commodities certified

name and address of certifying agent

a map showing the specific location of
each field of certified organic, including the
buffer zone acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers
whose annual gross agricultural income from
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organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although
exempt growers are not required to provide a
written certificate, they are still required to provide
a map showing the specific location of each field of
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone
acreage.

For questions about reporting organic crops,
contact your local FSA office. To find your local
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

2015 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list
of county-specific deadlines.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

o |If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e |f a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar after final
planting.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA
office.

USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit

Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers
Free basic coverage and discounted premiums available for new and underserved loan applicants

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced that
producers who apply for FSA farm loans also will be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster
loss protections created by the 2014 Farm Bill. The new coverage, available from the Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), is available to FSA loan applicants who grow non-
insurable crops, so this is especially important to fruit and vegetable producers and other specialty
crop growers.

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for
basic loss coverage at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium.

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed
50 percent of production. Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits,
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay,
forage, grazing and energy crops. FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income producers
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to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal application closing date when they also
apply for FSA credit.

In addition to free basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible
for a 50 percent discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65
percent of expected production at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers also may
work with FSA to protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their
fair market value in those markets. Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted
coverage are American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native
Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women.

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and
microloans that have a streamlined application process.

Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a beginning, limited resource, or underserved
farmer, to be eligible for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program assistance. To learn more,
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at
https://offices.usda.gov.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The
maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,

American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident

alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Be unable to get a loan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined

above

o Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance
and assistance from a project advisor.<span style="mso-spacerun: yes"> </span>The
project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate
supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.

Selected Interest Rates for August 2015

90-Day Treasury Bill
.125%

Farm Operating Loans — Direct
2.625%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct
4.00%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher
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1.50%

Emergency Loans
3.625%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years)
2.125%

Sugar Storage Facility Loans
2.625%

Commodity Loans 1996-Present
1.250%

Dates to Remember
September 7 - Federal Holiday. Offices Closed.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



