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Important Dates 
• July 15: Crop Acreage Reporting Deadline 
• July 31: Continuous CRP Sign Up 61 Deadline 
• August 1:  County Committee Nominations Due 

Click here to learn more about local deadlines and ongoing programs. 

 

USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports 
Agricultural producers who have not yet completed 
their crop acreage reports after spring planting should 
make an appointment with their County Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or 
ranch, its intended use and location. Filing an accurate 
and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, 
including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, 
can prevent the loss of benefits. 

 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Idaho: 

July 15, 2024 - Spring Alfalfa Seed, all other crops, Perennial Forage, Hemp                     
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To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:  

• Crop and crop type or variety 
• Intended crop use 
• Number of crop acres 
• Map with approximate crop boundaries 
• Planting date(s) 
• Planting pattern, when applicable 
• Producer shares 
• Irrigation practice(s) 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable 
• Other required information 

 Acreage Reporting Details  

 The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:  

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate 
documentation must be provided to the county office.  

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or crop 
harvesting begins.  

Prevented Planted Acreage  

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant but were unable to because of a natural 
disaster, including drought. Prevented planted acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, 
no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency (RMA).   

FSA recently updated policy that applies to prevented planted acreage due to drought. To certify prevented 
planted acreage due to drought, all of the following must apply:   

• The area that is prevented from being planted has insufficient soil moisture for seed germination on 
the final planting date for non-irrigated acreage. 

• Prolonged precipitation deficiencies that meet the D3 or D4 drought intensity level as determined by 
the U.S. Drought Monitor.  

• Verifiable information must be collected from sources whose business or purpose is recording 
weather conditions as determined by FSA.  

Continuous Certification Option for Perennial Forage  

Agricultural producers with perennial forage crops have the option to report their acreage once, without 
having to report that acreage in subsequent years, as long as there are no applicable changes on the farm. 
Interested producers can select the continuous certification option after FSA certifies their acreage 
report. Examples of perennial forage include mixed forage, birdsfoot trefoil, chicory/radicchio, kochia 
(prostrata), lespedeza, perennial peanuts and perennial grass varieties.   

Once the continuous certification option is selected, the certified acreage will roll forward annually with no 
additional action required by the producer in subsequent years unless the acreage report changes.    

  



Farmers.gov Portal  

Producers can access their FSA farm records, maps, and common land units through the farmers.gov 
customer portal. The portal allows producers to export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view 
other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries within farm records mapping.  Producers can view, 
print and label their maps for acreage reporting purposes. Level 2 eAuthentication or login.gov access that is 
linked to a USDA Business Partner customer record is required to use the portal.   

Producers can visit farmers.gov/account to learn more about creating an account. Producers who have 
authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via an FSA-211 Power of Attorney form, Business 
Partner Signature Authority or as a member of a business can now access information for the business in the 
farmers.gov portal.   

More Information  

For questions, please contact your County Farm Service Agency at this link.  

 

USDA Offers Assistance and Resources for Recovery from 
and Prevention of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza H5N1 
in Dairy Herds 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has 
confirmed the detection of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI), also known as H5N1, in dairy cattle in 
12 states including Colorado, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, North Carolina, New Mexico, Ohio, 
South Dakota, Texas and Wyoming. To protect the U.S. livestock industry from the threat posed by HPAI 
H5N1 USDA is taking a number of actions with our federal partners.    

On April 24, APHIS announced a federal order that includes mandatory testing for interstate movement of 
dairy cattle and mandatory reporting of influenza A detections in livestock. In addition to the Federal Order 
mandates, USDA provides several voluntary testing and monitoring options, including the HPAI Dairy Herd 
Status Program announced on May 31, 2024. APHIS has released a list of requirements and 
recommendations that apply to interstate moving of lactating dairy cattle, testing guidance for livestock, and 
answers to frequently asked questions. Producers are encouraged to visit the APHIS HPAI Livestock 
Detection website for information about these programs and requirements, as well as the most 
comprehensive and timely updates about this rapidly evolving situation.    

 Assistance for Milk Loss  

Confirmed H5N1 Positive Test Results Required for Recovery Assistance    
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Producers who incur milk losses in their dairy herds due to HPAI H5N1 can now apply for financial assistance 
through the USDA’s updated Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish 
Program (ELAP). USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) expanded ELAP policy through the rule-making 
process to assist with financial losses resulting from reduced milk production when cattle are removed from 
commercial milking in dairy herds having a confirmed positive H5N1 test. Positive tests must be confirmed 
through the USDA’s APHIS’ National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL).  

To apply, producers need to submit the following to FSA:   

• Proof of herd infection through a confirmed positive H5N1 test (based on USDA’s APHIS H5N1 case 
definition) on individual animal or bulk tank samples confirmed by APHIS’ NVSL;    

• A notice of loss indicating the date when the loss is apparent, which is the sample collection date for 
the positive H5N1 test; and   

• An application for payment certifying the number of eligible adult dairy cows removed from production, 
the month the cows were removed from production, and the producer’s share in the milk production.    

The final date to file a notice of loss and application for payment for eligible losses is 30 days after the end of 
the prior calendar year, which is January 30.  

Note: To determine livestock and producer eligibility for ELAP H5N1 assistance, to submit an application or if 
you’ve not previously conducted business with FSA, contact your local FSA county office for details. Find your 
local office. Other online resources include frequently asked questions and a fact sheet.    

  Loans for Biosecurity Implementation   

    FSA also provides direct and guaranteed loans for farmers and ranchers that can assist with 
implementation of biosecurity measures for their operations. Loans can assist with:   

  Installing physical barriers to facilitate quarantine, to prevent livestock interaction with wildlife, and to prevent 
unauthorized access by visitors   

• Purchase of disinfectant, footbaths, and disposable footwear and clothing;   
• Veterinary costs related to vaccination and general animal health;   
• Testing of feed and water sources for toxins and other disease;   
• Costs associated with responsible manure disposal and management;   
• Costs associated with cleaning and disinfecting livestock transportation equipment; and  
• Other biosecurity measures recommended by USDA or other applicable agencies.   

To learn more about loans, producers can use the:  

  Loan Assistance Tool – helps producers better navigate the farm loan process. The online Loan Assistance 
Tool provides producers needing agricultural financing with an interactive, step-by-step guide.   

• Farm Loans Overview Factsheet – provides an overview of all FSA direct and guaranteed loans, and 
eligibility requirements.   

• Farm Loans Homepage – gives in-depth farm loan information, including fact sheets, for those who 
don’t want to use the online Loan Assistance Tool.    

To learn more about ELAP or farm loans, producers should contact the FSA at the local USDA Service 
Center.    

To learn more about APHIS requirements and resources, visit APHIS’ Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
(HPAI) Detections in Livestock  webpage.  
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Ask The Expert: A Q&A with Dr. Julie Gauthier about Avian 
Influenza, Dairy Cows, and the Importance of Testing 
The USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has confirmed the detection of Highly 
Pathogenic Avian Influenza, subtype H5N1, in dairy cattle in 12 states. To protect our livestock industry from 
the threat posed by H5N1, USDA is taking a number of actions with our federal partners—one of them being 
a significant update to the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish Program 
(ELAP).     

Those of you who incur milk losses in their dairy herds due to H5N1 can now apply for financial assistance 
through ELAP. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) expanded ELAP policy through the rule-making process; 
this expansion assists with financial losses resulting from reduced milk production when cows are removed 
from commercial milking in dairy herds with a confirmed positive H5N1 test. Positive tests must be confirmed 
through APHIS’s National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL). 

So, in this Ask the Expert, Dr. Julie Gauthier – Executive Director of Veterinary Services’ Field Operations 
and Policy Liaison for the dairy cattle HPAI response, answers questions about H5N1 in the United States, its 
current effects in our dairy industry, and the process and importance of testing your cows to help protect 
them, your operation, and the dairy industry as a whole. 

What is Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) H5N1 infection in Dairy 
Cattle? 
Highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) is a contagious viral disease of domestic poultry and wild birds. 
HPAI is deadly to domestic poultry and can wipe out entire flocks within a matter of days. HPAI is a threat to 
the poultry industry, animal health, trade, and the economy. An H5N1 strain of HPAI has affected wild and 
domestic birds in the United States since 2022. This same strain of H5N1 was first detected in dairy cattle in 
the United States in March 2024. Since that time, USDA has worked with states and producers to detect and 
investigate cases of H5N1 in cattle to learn more about the virus and how it is spreading. H5N1 causes less 
severe illness in cattle than in domestic birds, with most cattle recovering after supportive care. However, the 
disease remains of concern for all livestock and also for humans who come into contact with infected animals. 
USDA remains committed to learning more about this virus, and supporting producers that are impacted by it. 

How are the tests for H5N1 in dairy herds administered? Do I conduct the test 
or does someone else? 
In order to continue to monitor and understand the extent of this virus and reduce the risk of further spread of 
H5N1, APHIS issued a Federal Order, effective April 29, 2024, that requires premovement testing for lactating 
dairy cattle moving interstate and reporting of positive test results from all laboratories and state animal health 
officials.   

While interstate movement testing of lactating dairy cattle is required per the Federal Order, producers and 
veterinarians may choose to participate in the HPAI Dairy Herd Status Program, as an alternative, or to 
conduct additional testing to manage HPAI suspect herds or better understand the health status of their 
herd.  The HPAI Dairy Herd Status Program offers alternatives to the premovement testing and streamlined 
sample collection, from the bulk milk tank rather than individual cows. Regardless of which testing route 
producers chose, APHIS will provide financial support for the costs of NAHLN testing and sample shipping, 
through producer support programs; interested producers can contact their APHIS AVIC for more details.     

USDA encourages individuals to work with their herd veterinarians to report cases of sick cattle or other 
animals with signs compatible with HPAI to State Animal Health Officials (SAHO) and their APHIS Veterinary 
Services Area Veterinarian in Charge (AVIC). 
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What is the impact to my dairy operation if any of my cows test positive for 
H5N1? 
Isolate any sick cattle from the rest of your herd and closely monitor for other sick animals. Provide supportive 
care, as cattle have been recovering well, and divert or destroy milk from sick animals. Work closely with your 
SAHO and AVIC to provide epidemiological data to help understand the disease better, and to move through 
the herd clearance process. In general, herds are eligible for clearance when cattle show no clinical signs and 
undergone a 30-day waiting period or two negative weekly tests.   

Producers should work closely with their SAHO and AVIC to ensure they are aware of options for financial 
support for veterinary care, heat treatment for milk disposal, personal protective equipment and emergency 
assistance programs. 

Is HPAI in dairy cattle a food safety or human health issue? 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and USDA are confident that the food supply is safe. The 
pasteurization process and diversion/destruction of milk from sick cows ensures the safety of the nation’s 
treated commercial milk supply. The federal-state milk safety system for commercial milk, and the Grade “A” 
Pasteurized Milk Ordinance, have proven effective for decades against a wide range of pathogens. USDA 
has a rigorous meat inspection process, which includes Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) 
veterinarians who are present at all federal livestock slaughter facilities. FSIS has a comprehensive approach 
to identifying systemic disease in animals and ensuring the safety of the food supply.  

FDA has additional information about food safety on its website.   

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) believes the current risk to the general public 
from bird flu viruses remains low. People who have job-related or recreational exposure to infected birds or 
animals, including cows, are at greater risk of contracting HPAI A(H5N1) virus.  

CDC has recommendations related to testing, treatment of HPAI A(H5N1) infection and prevention of 
exposure to these viruses available on its website.   

What can dairy producers do to prevent H5N1 in their herds? 
Biosecurity is the key to containing and eliminating this virus. Good biosecurity – including cleaning and 
disinfection of vehicles and equipment – is critical to minimizing the risk of disease spread. USDA works 
closely with state animal health officials, producers, and industry organizations to provide biosecurity 
guidance and resources not only on affected farms but for all livestock producers as a part of practicing good 
biosecurity.  

APHIS has made available a number of biosecurity documents on its landing page. 

Do I or anyone working at the dairy need to take personal safety precautions? 
APHIS has shared a list of minimum recommendations for appropriate personal protective equipment to wear 
and biosecurity procedures to follow for anyone who will be in contact with an HPAI (H5N1) affected herd. 
CDC also has many resources for personal safety precautions on its website including Protecting Yourself 
from H5N1 When Working With Farm Animals, Reducing Risk for People Working with or Exposed to 
Animals, and Considerations and Information for Fairy Exhibitors to Help Prevent Influenza.  

A full list of CDC’s public health materials related to H5N1 is available on its website.  

Dr. Julie Gauthier is Executive Director of Veterinary Services’ Field Operations for APHIS. She can be 
reached at julie.gauthier@usda.gov. 
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Farm Service Agency Seeking Nominations for Farmers 
and Ranchers to Serve on Local County Committees 

 
Nominations are now being accepted for farmers and ranchers to serve on local U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees. These committees make important 
decisions about how federal farm programs are administered locally. All nomination forms for the 2024 
election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2024.    

Elections for committee members will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA). LAAs are elective 
areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction and may include LAAs that are 
focused on an urban or suburban area.  

Customers can locate their LAA through a geographic information system locator tool available 
at fsa.usda.gov/elections and determine if their LAA is up for election by contacting their local FSA office.  

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they: 

• Participate or cooperate in a USDA program. 
• Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year. 

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching operation 
to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits.   

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also nominate candidates. 
USDA encourages minority, women, urban and beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold 
office.  

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on FSA county 
committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-year terms. Committee 
members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster recovery, conservation, commodity and price support 
programs, as well as making decisions on county office employment and other agricultural issues. 

More Information    

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get involved in their 
county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be considered, a producer must be 
registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. This form and other information about FSA county 
committee elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.      

All nomination forms for the 2024 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center 
by the Aug.1, 2024, deadline. Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters in November 2024. 

 

Applying for NAP Payments 

 
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to you for crops that 
aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural 
disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and 
qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others. 

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable deadline using form 
CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application closing dates vary by crop. 
Producers are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage report. Additionally, NAP participants must 
provide: 

• The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an interest during the 
crop year 

• The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or 
used differently than intended 

• Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA) 

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could see reduced or 
zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield. 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/Nomination-Forms/elections.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by completing Part B of 
form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must be completed within 15 calendar days 
of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For 
hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and 
Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year for any NAP covered 
crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal information. Producers must provide evidence of 
production and note whether the crop was marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than 
intended. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not 
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, 
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

Payment Limitation 
Program payments may be limited by direct attribution to individuals or entities. A legal entity is defined as an 
entity created under Federal or State law that owns land or an agricultural commodity, product or livestock. 

Through direct attribution, payment limitation is based on the total payments received by a person or legal 
entity, both directly and indirectly. Qualifying spouses are eligible for a separate payment limitation.  

Payments and benefits under certain FSA programs are subject to some or all of the following:  

• payment limitation by direct attribution (including common attribution)  
• payment limitation amounts for the applicable programs  
• substantive change requirements when a farming operation adds persons, resulting in an increase in 

persons to which payment limitation applies  
• actively engaged in farming requirements  
• cash-rent tenant rule  
• foreign person rule  
• average AGI limitations  
• programs subject to AGI limitation  

No program benefits subject to payment eligibility and limitation will be provided until all required forms for the 
specific situation are provided and necessary payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations are 
made.  

Payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations may be initiated by the County Committee or 
requested by the producer.  

Statutory and Regulatory rules require persons and legal entities, provide the names and Tax Identification 
Numbers (TINs) for all persons and legal entities with an ownership interest in the farming operation to be 
eligible for payment.   

Payment eligibility and payment limitation forms submitted by persons and legal entities are subject to spot 
check through FSA’s end-of-year review process.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Persons or legal entities selected for end-of-year review must provide the County Committee with operating 
loan documents, income and expense ledgers, canceled checks for all expenditures, lease and purchase 
agreements, sales contracts, property tax statements, equipment listings, lease agreements, purchase 
contracts, documentation of who provided actual labor and management, employee time sheets or books, 
crop sales documents, warehouse ledgers, gin ledgers, corporate or entity papers, etc.  

A finding that a person or legal entity is not actively engaged in farming results in the person or legal entity 
being ineligible for any payment or benefit subject to the actively engaged in farming rules.  

Noncompliance with AGI provisions, either by exceeding the applicable limitation or failure to submit a 
certification and consent for disclosure statement, will result in payment ineligibility for all program benefits 
subject to AGI provisions. Program payments are reduced in an amount that is commensurate with the direct 
and indirect interest held by an ineligible person or legal entity in any legal entity, general partnership, or joint 
operation that receives benefits subject to the average AGI limitations.  

If any changes occur that could affect an actively engaged in farming, cash-rent tenant, foreign person, or 
average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) determination, producers must timely notify the County FSA Office by 
filing revised farm operating plans and/or supporting documentation, as applicable. Failure to timely notify the 
County Office may adversely affect payment eligibility.  

 

Maintaining Good Credit History 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans require applicants to have a satisfactory credit history. A credit report is 
requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are reviewed to verify outstanding debts, see 
if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash flow. 

Information on your credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in conducting FSA business. 

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will provide a 
copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is up to you to contact 
the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies. 

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score: 

• Make sure to pay bills on time 
o Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be an effective way to remember 

payment due dates. 
• Pay down existing debt 
• Keep your credit card balances low 
• Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts 

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a loan after 
improving or correcting your credit report. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 
 

 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


  
Idaho FSA State Office 

9173 West Barnes Drive, Ste. B 
Boise, Idaho 83709 

Phone: 208-378-5650 
Fax: 855-516-8875 

State Executive Director 

Arnold Hernandez ~ 208-378-5656 
arnold.hernandez@usda.gov 

Administrative Officer 

Brandi May ~ 208-378-5670 
brandi.may@usda.gov 

Farm Program Chief 

Kyla Pearson ~ 208-378-5667 
kyla.pearson@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Chief 

Susan R. Smith ~ 208-378-5664 
susan.r.smith@usda.gov 

Idaho FSA State Committee 

Roy Bunderson ~ Committee Chair 

Marie Linehan  

Next State Committee Meeting:  TBA 

  

Note: To check the status of your FSA Farm Loan (FLP) account, call 1-888-518-
4983 or check with your local office. To find contact information for your local 
office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/id 
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